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"Joseph  Smith,  Jr., 
w  as  indeed  the 
Chosen  Prophet 
of  the   latter  -  day." 


Joseph  Smith 
...liis  source 

of  knowledge 

by  President  David  0.  McKay 


ONE  hundred  and  forty  years  ago  Joseph  Smith, 
a  mere  boy  between  14  and  15  years  of  age, 
declared  that  in  answer  to  sincere  prayer  he  re- 
ceived a  revelation  from  God.  His  declaration  was 
simple,  but  positive;  and  he  was  surprised  when 
men  doubted  its  truth.  To  him  his  claim  was  but 
the  statement  of  a  simple  fact;  to  the  Christian 
world  it  proved  to  be  a  lightning  flash  that,  strik- 
ing, weakened  their  religious  structure  from  turret 
to  foundation. 

Two  important  elements  in  his  first  message 
were  these :  First,  that  God  is  a  personal  being 
who  communicates  His  will  to  man;  and  second, 
that  no  creed  in  Christendom  had  the  true  plan  of 
salvation.  Indeed,  the  "creeds  were  an  abomina- 
tion" in  the  sight  of  God;  and  their  "professors" 
taught  "for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men, 
having  a  form  of  godliness,  but  they  deny  the  pow- 
er thereof."   (See  Joseph  Smith  2 :19.) 

For  boldness  of  assertion,  as  an  unqualified  re- 
jection of  prevailing  orthodoxy,  as  a  challenge  to 
ministers,  this  claim  of  a  fair-haired,  blue-eyed 
youth  stands  without  parallel  since  the  days  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Not  even  Luther's  defiance  at 
Worms  is  excepted ;  for  his  inspired  effort  at  first 
was  only  to  purify  the  church  of  corrupt  practices, 
while  Joseph  Smith  rejected  the  creeds  as  unau- 


(For  Course  4,  lesson  of  June  12,  "A  Boy's  Prayer  Is  Answered"; 
for  Course  6,  lesson  of  June  19,  "Joseph  Smith";  for  Course  16,  lesson 
of  May  29,  "Contributions  to  an  Understanding  of  God";  and  for  all 
Gospel  teachers.) 
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thoritative  and  many  of  their  doctrines  as  absolute- 
ly false. 

The  result  of  this  declaration  was  his  immedi- 
ate ostracism  from  the  religious  world.  In  a  very 
short  time,  he  found  himself  standing  alone. 

Alone — and  unacquainted  with  the  learning 
and  philosophy  of  his  day. 

Alone — and  unschooled  in  the  arts  and 

sciences. 
Alone — with  no  philosopher  to  instruct  him, 

no  minister  to  guide  him. 

In  simplicity  and  kindness  he  had  hastened  to  them 
with  his  glorious  message;  in  scorn  and  derision, 
they  had  turned  from  him  saying,  ".  .  .  there  were 
no  such  things  as  visions  or  revelations  in  these 
days ;  that  all  such  things  had  ceased  with  the  apos- 
tles, and  that  there  would  never  be  any  more  of 
them." 

Thus  he  was  left  alone  to  embark  upon  the  ocean 
of  religious  thought,  having  rejected  every  known 
vessel  with  which  to  sail  and  never  having  built 
one  or  even  having  seen  one  built  himself.  Surely, 
if  an  impostor,  the  bark  he  could  build  would  be 
indeed  a  crude  one. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  that  which  he  built  pos- 
sesses an  excellence  and  superiority  over  that  which 
the  learned  professors  and  philosophers  had  given 
to  the  world  during  the  preceding  hundreds  of 
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years,  men  will  be  forced  to  say  in  surprise, 
"Whence  hath  this  man  his  wisdom!" 

It  would  appear,  then,  that  though  he  seemed 
alone,  he  was  alone  only  as  was  Moses  on  Sinai ; 
as  Jesus  on  the  Mount  of  Olives.  As  with  the  Mas- 
ter, so  with  the  prophet ;  his  instructions  came  not 
through  man-made  channels  but  direct  from  God, 
the  source  of  all  intelligence.  He  says:  "I  am  a 
rough  stone.  The  sound  of  the  hammer  and  chisel 
was  never  heard  on  me  until  the  Lord  took  me  in 
hand.  I  desire  the  learning  and  wisdom  of  Heaven 
alone."1 

The  result  of  this  divine  guidance  was  an  assur- 
ance of  the  righteousness  of  what  he  taught  and  a 
fearlessness  in  proclaiming  it.  When  Joseph  Smith 
taught  a  doctrine,  he  taught  it  authoritatively.  His 
was  not  the  question  whether  it  agreed  with  man's 
thoughts  or  not,  whether  it  was  in  harmony  with 
the  teachings  of  the  orthodox  churches  or  whether 
it  was  in  direct  opposition  to  them.  What  was  given 
to  him  he  gave  to  the  world  irrespective  of  its 
agreement  or  disagreement,  of  its  harmony  or  its 
discord,  with  the  belief  of  the  churches  or  of  the 
prevailing  standards  of  mankind.  It  is  interesting 
as  well  as  profitable  to  know  how  the  advanced 
thought  of  today  harmonizes  with  what  he  taught 
so  authoritatively  over  a  century  ago.  The  guiding 
spirit  of  his  life  was  manifest  right  in  the  begin- 
ning and  harmonizes  with  his  wonderful  declara- 
tion that  God  had  spoken  to  him.  In  his  own  words 
it  is  this:  "Whatever  God  requires  is  right,  no 
matter  what  it  is,  although  we  may  not  see  the 
reason  thereof  until  long  after  the  events  trans- 
pire." 

His  claim  to  revelation  from  God,  if  established, 
leaves  no  doubt  as  to  his  authority  to  organize  the 
Church  of  Christ  on  earth,  and  to  administer  au- 
thoritatively the  principles  and  ordinances  thereof. 
Thus  at  the  very  inception  of  this  great  latter-day 
work    was    laid    the    immovable    cornerstone    of 

tSmith,  Joseph,  History  oj  the  Church,  Vol.  V,  1958  edition;  Des- 
eret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  423. 


Christ's  Church  in  this  dispensation ;  viz.,  the  au- 
thority to  officiate  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
things  pertaining  to  His  Church. 

The  harmony  of  his  teachings  with  those  taught 
by  the  Saviour  and  His  apostles ;  the  reasonable- 
ness of  his  assertion  that  men  must  be  called  of 
God  to  officiate  in  things  pertaining  to  God;  the 
complete  organization  of  the  Church ;  its  govern- 
ment, laws  and  wonderful  adaptations  to  the  needs 
and  to  the  advancement  of  the  human  family  — 
these  and  many  other  phases  of  this  great  latter- 
day  work,  when  even  only  partly  understood,  lead 
thinking  persons  to  ponder  upon  the  source  of 
the  Prophet's  wisdom. 

The  marks  of  his  influence  upon  religious 
thought  are  manifest  upon  every  hand ;  and  wheth- 
er men  acknowledge  it  or  not,  the  light  that  came 
from  heaven  over  a  century  ago  is  dissipating  the 
darkness  that  has  enthralled  the  minds  of  men  for 
ages. 

When  we  look  through  the  vista  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  years  and  see  the  boy  prophet  standing 
alone  in  the  midst  of  a  tempestuously  religious 
world,  declaring  that  God  had  spoken  to  him  and 
that  there  was  not  an  authorized  Church  of  Christ 
upon  the  earth ;  when  we  know  that  to  make  good 
his  claim,  he  must  give  to  the  world  something 
superior  to  that  produced  by  the  philosophy  of  the 
ages  and  the  best  wisdom  of  man ;  when  we  realize 
how  impotent  he  was  to  do  this  if  dependent  alone 
upon  his  own  learning  and  wisdom ;  we  cannot  help 
but  conclude,  since  he  has  given  to  the  world  some- 
thing which  stands  today  in  brilliancy  and  sublim- 
ity superior  to  anything  proclaimed  by  human  wis- 
dom, that  surely  he  was  indeed  the  Chosen  Prophet 
of  the  latter-day. 

As  some  tall  cliff,  that  lifts  its  awful  form, 
Swells  from  the  vale,  and  midway  leaves  the  storm, 
Though  round  its  base  the  rolling  clouds  are  spread, 
Eternal  sunshine  settles  on  its  head.2 


2From  "The  Deserted  Village"  by  Oliver  Goldsmith. 
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by  Grant  Salisbury  and  Warren  K.  Leffler 


a  Church  Service  in  Soviet  Russia 


THE  night  we  left  Moscow  to  fly  to  Kiev,  Sec- 
retary Benson1  literally  took  us  to  church. 

Many  of  the  reporters  laughed  about  it  on  the 
way,  because  Mr.  Benson,  who  is  a  leading  Mormon, 
had  arranged  for  us  earlier  to  attend  a  service  at 
the  Latter-day  Saints  Church  in  West  Berlin,  but 
all  the  newsmen  found  one  excuse  or  another  for 
not  going.  In  Moscow,  we  had  no  choice  because 
the  cars  picked  us  up  at  the  hotel  and  stopped  at 
the  church  on  the  way  to  the  airport.  It  was  around 
7 :30  o'clock  on  the  chill,  rainy  evening  of  October  1. 

As  the  cavalcade  of  cars  arrived  at  the  Central 
Baptist  Church,  on  a  narrow  side  street  not  far 
from  Red  Square,  somebody  wisecracked,  "Well, 
boys,  you're  going  to  get  to  church  whether  you 
like  it  or  not." 

It  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  most  moving 
experiences  in  the  lifetime  of  many  of  us.  One 
newsman,  a  former  marine,  ranked  it  with  the  sight 
of  the  American  flag  rising  over  the  old  American 
coiripound  in  Tientsin,  China,  at  the  end  of  World 
War  II. 

The  small  church  was  packed,  with  people  stand- 
ing wherever  they  could  find  room. 

Secretary  Benson  and  his  family  were  ushered 
to  the  rostrum.  After  a  hymn,  sung  beautifully 
by  the  congregation,  Mr.  Benson  began  to  talk, 
drawing  on  his  experiences  as  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Mormon  Church  in  America.  Watching  the 
Russian  congregation,  you  could  see  tears  welling 
up  in  the  eyes  of  people  as  the  Secretary's  words 
were  relayed  to  them  through  a  translator. 

"It  was  very  kind  of  your  minister  to  ask  me 
to  extend  greetings  to  you,"  Mr.  Benson  began.  "I 
bring  you  greetings  from  the  millions  and  millions 
of  church  people  in  America  and  around  the  world." 

A  soft,  fervent  "amen"  came  from  the  congre- 
gation. The  Secretary  continued,  "Our  Heavenly 
Father  is  not  far  away.  He  can  be  very  close  to  us. 
I  know  that  God  lives.   He  is  our  Father.    Jesus 


(For  Courses  26  and  28,  lessons  of  March  6,  "Free  Agency,"  and 
lessons  of  April  24,  "Faith  and  Works";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of 
May  8,  "The  True  Spirit  of  a  Missionary";  and  for  Course  16,  lesson 
of  April  3,  "General  Religious  Cultures  of  the  World.") 

*  Reprinted  from  U.  S.  News  &  World  Report,  an  independent 
weekly  news  magazine  published  at  Washington.  Copyright  1959 
United  States  News  Publishing  Corporation,  as  found  in  the  issue  of 
Oct.  26,  1959;  page  76. 

iElder  Ezra  Taft  Benson  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  and  United 
States   Secretary   of   Agriculture.  - 


Christ,  the  Redeemer  of  the  World,  watches  over 
this  earth.  He  will  direct  all  things.  Be  unafraid, 
keep  His  commandments,  love  one  another,  pray 
for  peace  and  all  will  be  well." 

By  now  there  was  scarcely  a  dry  eye  in  the 
church.    Even  the  few  young  people  wept  openly. 

"This  life  is  only  a  part  of  eternity,"  Mr.  Ben- 
son went  on.  "We  lived  before  we  came  here  as 
spiritual  children  of  God.  We  will  live  again  after 
we  leave  this  life.  Christ  broke  the  bonds  of  death 
and  was  resurrected.  We  will  all  be  resurrected." 

At  the  mention  of  the  promise  of  life  hereafter, 
muffled  sobs  could  be  heard  in  the  small  church. 
These  people,  after  all,  were  sacrificing  their 
chances  of  participating  in  the  gains  of  the  Commu- 
nist society  of  Russia.  Though  worshiping  God  no 
longer  is  forbidden  in  the  Soviet  Union,  those  who 
do  so  are  usually  cut  off  from  advancement. 

Communism  in  Russia  remains  avowedly  athe- 
istic. In  Moscow,  there  is  one  other  Baptist  church ; 
there  are  23  Greek  Orthodox  churches,  two  syna- 
gogues and  one  Moslem  temple.  In  a  city  of  5.4 
million  people,  it  is  a  comparatively  tiny  crack  in 
the  godless  society.  The  dedicated  Communists, 
when  talking  to  visitors  about  religion,  usually 
claim  that  those  Russians  who  do  go  to  the  few 
churches  in  the  city  do  so  out  of  curiosity  —  much 
as  they  would  visit  a  museum  —  and  not  because 
of  their  devotion. 

"I  leave  you  my  witness  as  a  church  servant 
for  many  years  that  the  truth  will  endure,"  Mr. 
Benson  concluded.  "Time  is  always  on  our  side. 
God  bless  you  and  keep  you  all  the  days  of  your 
life,  I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ." 

As  the  Secretary  returned  to  his  seat,  the  con- 
gregation broke  into  the  familiar  hymn,  "God  Be 
with  You  till  We  Meet  Again."  They  were  still 
singing  and  waving  their  handkerchiefs  as  we 
followed  Mr.  Benson  out  of  the  church.  All  the  way 
along  the  crowded  aisle,  hands  were  outstretched 
to  shake  our  hands. 

On  the  drive  to  the  airport  one  of  the  interpret- 
ers —  a  young  Russian  girl  who  has  never  known 
any  life  save  that  under  Communism  —  said,  "I 
felt  like  crying." 
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tlie  calling:  of  the  seventy 


President  Levi  Edgar  Young 


President  Antoine  R.  Ivins         President  S.  Dilworth  Young 


by  Antoine  R.  Ivins 
of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 


IN  the  very  earliest  days  of  the  Restored  Church, 
the  people  were  familiar  with  deacons,  teach- 
ers, priests,  elders,  high  priests  and  even  apostles. 
This  familiarity  resulted  from  the  many  references 
in  modern  revelations  and  in  the  Bible  to  these 
priesthood  bearers  and  their  works  among  the  peo- 
ple. But  until  the  early  part  of  the  year  1835,  little 
was  said  in  the  Church  of  the  seventy.  The  Bible 
gives  very  little  information  as  to  their  function 
in  early  Christian  times.  Consequently,  it  must 
have  been  somewhat  of  a  surprise  to  many  when, 
in  the  month  of  February,  1835,  the  Prophet  an- 
nounced his  purpose  of  calling  the  Seventy  to  sup- 
port the  Twelve  in  their  missionary  labors. 

Like  many  others  of  our  institutions,  the  Sev- 
enty had  its  inception  in  a  time  when  record  keep- 
ing was  an  undeveloped  art  and  the  detailed  infor- 
mation as  to  its  organization  is,  in  many  instances, 
lost. 

We  are  wont  to  say  that  the  First  Quorum  of 
the  Seventy  of  our  dispensation  was  organized  by 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  on  Feb.  28,  1835.  On 
this  day  45  men  were  selected,  "blessed  and  or- 
dained" to  form  the  nucleus  of  the  First  Quorum. 
It  is  difficult  to  determine  just  what  is  meant  by 
"blessed  and  ordained"  and  exactly  what  took  place 
on  that  day.  The  selection  of  these  45  men  was, 
however,  the  first  official  gesture  toward  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Seventy. 

Recorded  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  is  the 
following : 


{For  Course  14,  lesson  of  May  29,  "On  the  Road  to  Jerusalem"; 
for  Course  16,  lesson  of  May  22,  "The  Priesthood  Is  Restored";  and 
for  Courses  26  and  28,  lessons  of  August  7,  "Church  Organization — 
the  Restored  Church.") 


And  it  is  according  to  the  vision  showing  the  order 
of  the  Seventy,  that  they  should  have  seven  presidents 
to  preside  over  them,  chosen  out  of  the  number  of 
the  seventy; 

And  the  seventh  president  of  these  presidents  is 
to  preside  over  the  six; 

And  these  seven  presidents  are  to  choose  other 
seventy  besides  the  first  seventy  to  whom  they  belong, 
and  are  to  preside  over  them; 

And  also  other  seventy,  until  seven  times  seventy, 
if  the  labor  in  the  vineyard  of  necessity  requires  it. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  107;93-96.) 

Accordingly,  about  the  beginning  of  the  next 
year  it  was  deemed  proper  to  organize  another  quo- 
rum, and  Alva  Beaman  handed  in  70  names  of 
members  of  his  quorum,  which  must  have  been  a 
quorum  of  elders,  to  make  up  another  Seventy 
"if  God  will."  A  few  days  later  a  meeting  was  held 
in  which  some  of  these  men  were  ordained  seven- 
ties. When  the  full  70  were  ordained  we  do  not 
know.  The  organization  of  the  Third  Quorum  began 
Dec.  20,  1836,  when  27  men  were  ordained  seven- 
ties under  the  hands  of  Hazen  Aldrich,  Joseph 
Young  and  Zebedee  Coltrin.  Men  were  ordained 
into  this  quorum  in  parties  of  from  two  to  nine 
until  by  Feb.  21,  1837,  there  were  47  members  in 
it.  We  are  left  to  presume  that  this  process  con- 
tinued until  the  quorum  had  70  members,  for  on 
May  6,  1839,  45  men  were  ordained  seventies  with- 
out designation  to  any  particular  quorum. 

There  are  two  interesting  things  to  be  noted 
here  as  to  the  manner  of  government  of  the  Sev- 
enties. First,  only  the  First  Quorum  had  a  presi- 
dency, and  they  presided  over  all  the  others.  Sec- 
ond, replacements  to  any  quorum  were  taken  from 
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the  one  next  lower  in  rank.  The  First  Quorum  took 
its  new  men  from  the  Second  and  the  Second  from 
the  Third  and  so  on. 

Meanwhile  a  very  difficult  question  had  arisen 
in  the  ranks  of  the  priesthood.  Just  where  should 
these  seventies  stand?  Some  thought  they  were 
high  priests  with  a  special  calling  and  they  had  even 
been  referred  to  as  Seventy  Apostles  and  their 
calling  as  apostolic.  The  question  finally  reached 
the  ears  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and  on  Apr. 
6,  1837,  a  meeting  was  called  and  five  of  the  pre- 
siding seven  of  the  First  Quorum  were  asked  to 
give  up  their  presidencies  and  go  into  the  high 
priests'  quorum  under  a  ruling  that  a  high  priest 
should  not  preside  over  the  Seventy.  Other  men 
were  taken  to  fill  their  places  and  in  the  change, 
Joseph  Young  emerged  as  the  senior  president. 
At  his  death,  his  son,  Seymour  B.,  was  appointed 
to  the  First  Council;  and  the  son  of  Seymour  B., 
Levi  Edgar  Young,  is  presently  a  member  of  the 
First  Council. 

There  being  70  men  in  the  First  Quorum,  it  was 
decided  to  use  them  all  as  presidents  and  organize 
other  quorums  to  accommodate  them.  The  net 
result  of  this  was  the  organization  on  Oct.  8,  1844, 
of  enough  quorums  to  bring  the  total  to  eleven. 
This  meant  that  there  were  ten  active  quorums, 
as  the  number  one  quorum  was  represented  hence- 
forth only  by  the  Presiding  Council.  The  First 
Quorum  has  never  been  reorganized. 

On  the  date  mentioned  above  there  were  forty 
men  ordained  for  the  Twelfth  Quorum,  which  was 
given  a  presidency;  and  thenceforth  the  number 
of  quorums  increased  until  at  present  there  are 
approximately  375  active  quorums. 


One  of  the  first  projects  of  a  public  nature  to 
be  undertaken  by  the  seventies,  outside  that  of 
missionary  labor,  was  the  erection  of  the  Seventies' 
Hall.  This  hall  provided  a  meeting  place  for  the 
different  quorums.  The  building  was  begun  early 
in  1844  and  was  completed  and  dedicated  by  De- 
cember, 1844. 

When  the  Nauvoo  Temple  was  ready  for  use 
it  was  necessary  to  determine  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting operations  therein.  It  was  decided  that  the 
high  priests  should  first  take  charge  and  go  through 
with  their  families,  then  the  seventies  were  given 
charge.  For  a  considerable  time  all  the  work  done 
was  under  the  charge  of  the  seventies,  and  the 
records  made  are  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  First 
Quorum  and  now  repose  in  the  archives  of  the  First 
Council. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  seventies  and  the  only 
real  reason  for  their  being  brought  together  as  an 
organization  is  the  dissemination  of  the  Gospel. 
The  duties  of  the  seventy  are  set  forth  in  the  107th 
section  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants.  Here  it 
points  out  that  these  men  are  qualified  to  do  very 
much  the  same  things  which  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles  does,  so  long  as  they  are  operating 
under  the  direction  of  the  Twelve. 

There  are  in  the  Church  four  General  Presiding 
Quorums;  namely,  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
Church,  the  Council  cf  the  Twelve  Apostles,  the 
First  Council  of  the  Seventy  and  the  Presiding 
Bishopric.  John  the  Baptist  conferred  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  upon  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and 
Oliver  Cowdery;  and  Peter,  James  and  John  con- 
ferred the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  upon  the  same 

(Concluded  on  page  103.) 
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Christ's  compassion  reached  out  to  .  .  . 

THE   REPENTANT 


SINNER 


by  George  Albert  Smith,  Jr, 


A  REMARKABLE  thing  about  the  parables  of 
the  Saviour  is  that  they  need  not  have  been 
true  as  actual  occurrences.  More  important  is  the 
fact  that  they  are  always  true ;  they  keep  repeating 
themselves  in  our  lives  and  in  the  lives  of  all  hu- 
manity. In  the  parables  are  captured  many  of 
life's  vital  experiences;  hence  their  messages  are 
timeless  and  universal  in  their  appeal. 

Through  parables  we  have  a  chance  to  see  our- 
selves and  to  improve  ourselves  by  using  the  ex- 
perience of  others.  I  emphasize  the  word  "chance" 
because  we  do  not,  in  fact  necessarily  learn  by  the 
experience  of  others.  Indeed,  we  do  not  necessarily 
learn  by  our  own  experiences.  The  saying,  "we 
learn  by  experience,"  would  be  more  accurate  were 
it  changed  to  "we  have  a  chance  to  learn  by  experi- 
ence." Sometimes  we  learn,  sometimes  we  do  not. 
The  challenge  is  to  see  that  we  do  learn. 

The  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son  as  recorded  in 
the  gospel  of  Luke  follows  the  parables  of  the  Lost 
Sheep  and  the  Lost  Coin,  adding  to  them  something 
warm  and  personal.  Indeed,  it  portrays  and  reflects 
many  more  human  involvements  than  just  the  joy 
and  satisfaction  of  finding  a  lost  animal  or  a  lost 
object.  The  Saviour  sought  in  all  three  parables  to 
communicate  one  common  point:  the  joy  to  be 
experienced  when  a  lost  soul  is  found  or  finds  him- 
self. 

The  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  however,  is 
more  complex.  It  reads: 

...  A  certain  man  had  two  sons: 

And  the  younger  of  them  said  to  his  father,  Father, 
give  me  the  portion  of  goods  that  falleth  to  me.  And 
he  divided  unto  them  his  living. 

And  not  many  days  after  the  younger  son  gath- 
ered all  together,  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far 
country,  and  there  wasted  his  substance  with  riotous 
living. 

And  when  he  had  spent  all,  there  arose  a  mighty 
famine  in  that  land;  and  he  began  to  be  in  want. 

And  he  went  and  joined  himself  to  a  citizen  of 
that  country;  and  he  sent  him  into  his  fields  to  feed 
swine. 

And  he  would  fain  have  filled  his  belly  with  the 
husks  that  the  swine  did  eat :  and  no  man  gave  unto 
him. 

And  when  he  came  to  himself  [this  is  a  very  im- 
portant experience  for  anyone  to  have],  he  said,  How 
many  hired  servants  of  my  father's  have  bread 
enough  and  to  spare,  and  I  perish  with  hunger! 

I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and  will  say  unto 
him,  Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  before 
thee, 

And  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son: 
make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants. 


(For  Courses  26  and  28,  lessons  of  May  1,  "Repentance";  for 
Course  14,  lesson  of  July  17,  "Parables  in  the  Teachings  of  Jesus"; 
for  Course  8,  lesson  of  April  3,  "Joseph,  the  Forgiving  Brother"; 
and  for  Course  4,   lesson  of  July  17,  "Faith  and  Repentance.") 

*Dr.  Smith  is  Professor  of  Business  Administration  at  the  Harvard 
University  Graduate  School  of  Business  Administration.  He  holds  the 
following  degrees:    A.B.,  MBA,  Doctor  of  Commercial  Science. 


And  he  arose,  and  came  to  his  father.  But  when 
he  was  yet  a  great  way  off,  his  father  saw  him,  and 
had  compassion,  and  ran,  and  fell  on  .his  neck,  and 
kissed  him.    [Notice  it  does  not  say  he  scolded  him.] 

And  the  son  said  unto  him,  Father,  I  have  sinned 
against  heaven,  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  son. 

But  the  father  said  to  his  servants,  Bring  forth 
the  best  robe,  and  put  it  on  him;  and  put  a  ring  on 
his  hand,  and  shoes  on  his  feet: 

And  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it;  and 
let  us  eat,  and  be  merry: 

For  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again; 
he  was  lost,  and  is  found.  And  they  began  to  be 
merry. 

Now  his  elder  son  was  in  the  field:  and  as  he 
came  and  drew  nigh  to  the  house,  he  heard  musick 
and  dancing. 

And  he  called  one  of  the  servants,  and  asked  what 
these  things  meant. 

And  he  said  unto  him,  Thy  brother  is  come;  and 
thy  father  hath  killed  the  fatted  calf,  because  he  hath 
received  him  safe  and  sound. 

And  he  was  angry,  and  would  not  go  in:  there- 
fore came  his  father  out,  and  intreated  him. 

And  he  answering  said  to  his  father,  Lo,  these 
many  years  do  I  serve  thee,  neither  transgressed  I  at 
any  time  thy  commandment:  and  yet  thou  never 
gavest  me  a  kid,  that  I  might  make  merry  with  my 
friends : 

But  as  soon  as  this  thy  son  was  come,  which  hath 
devoured  thy  living  with  harlots,  thou  hast  killed  for 
him  the  fatted  calf. 

And  he  sa'd  unto  him,  Son,  thou  art  ever  with  me, 
and  all  that  I  have  is  thine. 

It  wTas  meet  that  we  should  make  merry,  and  be 
glad:  for  this  thy  brother  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again;  and  was  lost,  and  is  found.    (Luke  15:11-32.) 

This  parable  may  have  many  explanations. 
Opinions  differ  as  to  its  messages.  A  question  some- 
times discussed  is  whether  or  not  we  are  to  conclude 
from  this  parable  that  it  is  better  to  sin  and  then 
stop  sinning  than  never  to  sin  at  all.  To  me  it 
would  seem  clearly  better  to  sin  not  at  all,  if  we 
were  strong  enough.  But,  as  Jesus  well  knew,  be- 
cause of  human  frailty,  it  is  normal  for  us  to  com- 
mit some  sins. 

I  wish  here  to  discuss  some  aspects  of  the  para- 
ble not  usually  considered,  but  which  make  it  appeal 
to  us  and  to  all  people  familiar  with  it.  These  ap- 
peals lie  in  the  disclosures  of  the  personalities  of 
the  three  principal  characters :  the  father,  the 
prodigal  son  and  the  older  son.  Actually  it  is  not 
difficult  for  any  of  us  to  imagine  ourselves  as  one 
of  these  three  people.  In  fact,  I  suspect  each  of  us 
at  some  time  in  his  life  is  each  one  of  these  three 
people,  for  either  long  or  short  periods  of  time. 

What  attributes  did  each  of  these  people  dis- 
play? 

The  father  gave  his  sons  much  freedom.  I  am 
sure  he  had  high  hopes  for  both  of  them.  He  al- 
lowed the  younger  son  to  take  his  inheritance  and 
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leave  home.  He  had  trust  and  patience.  He  did  not 
hunt  the  boy  and  bring  him  back.  Rather,  he  wait- 
ed for  the  young,  wayward  son  to  return.  No  doubt 
the  father  experienced  anguish  and  disappointment ; 
but  he  displayed  the  capacity  to  forgive.  He  at- 
tempted, as  best  a  human,  loving  person  can,  to 
administer  justice;  yet  he  tempered  it  with  mercy 
and  understanding.  He  said  to  the  complaining 
older  son,  "All  that  I  have  is  thine."  He  did  not 
take  from  him  that  which  was  his.  But  the  father 
was  considerate  enough  to  do  something  special  for 
the  returning  younger  son.  Throughout  this  entire 
story  the  father  displays  a  high  degree  of  what 
might  be  called  "humaneness." 

Some  of  the  younger  son's  characteristics  were 
bad  and  some  were  not.  He  was  impetuous!  This 
is  not  necessarily  bad,  although  it  sometimes  leads 
to  trouble.  He  was  emotional,  which  may  or  may 
not  be  bad,  depending  on  what  degree  of  control  is 
exercised.  This  boy  succumbed  to  base  instincts, 
a  dangerous  and  sinful  thing  to  do.  He  was  care- 
less and  disobedient.  This  was  neither  wise  nor 
good.  He  presumably  wanted  to  see  things  for 
himself.  This  is  not  necessarily  a  bad  characteris- 
tic, though  it  can  waste  time  and  energy  and  cause 
loss  and  needless  suffering.  However,  the  younger 
son  was  able  to  learn  by  experience.  Moreover,  he 
was  willing  to  return  home  and  face  his  father. 
This  is  a  compliment  to  him  and  to  the  father. 
Furthermore,  the  son  did  not  come  and  say,  "Fa- 
ther, take  me  back  as  I  was :  I  am  sorry  it  hap- 
pened." He  asked  for  the  lowliest  possible  position. 
He  showed  humility  and  an  awareness  that  he  must 
begin  again,  starting  at  the  bottom. 

The  older  son  had  high  moral  standards ;  he  was 
obedient,  hard-working  and  apparently  frugal.  But 
he  was  also  jealous,  angry  and  unsympathetic.  He 
was  self-centered  and  rude.  Moreover,  he  wanted 
to  be  sure  he  was  rewarded  for  the  good  things  he 
had  done.  So,  I  suspect  the  father  had  disappoint- 
ments in  both  sons  for  quite  different  reasons.    , 

One  commentator  on  the  teachings  of  the  Sav- 
iour thought  Jesus  often  distinguished  between 
"sins  of  the  body"  and  "sins  of  the  disposition." 
(The  bodily  sins  we  sometimes  call  carnal  sins ;  sins 
of  the  disposition  we  usually  call  sins  of  the  spirit.) 
What  was  His  attitude  toward  these  two  categories 
of  transgression?    I  conclude  He  found  it  easier, 

on  many  occasions,  to  forgive  those  guilty  of  sins 

of  the  body  than  to  forgive  those  guilty  of  sins  of 

the  spirit  or  disposition. 


Recall  also  the  instance  of  the  woman  who 
anointed  the  Saviour's  feet  with  ointment  and 
washed  them  with  her  tears  when  He  was  a  guest 
in  a  Pharisee's  home.  His  host  inwardly  doubted 
His  prophetic  insight  because  He  accepted  this 
service  from  a  woman  of  ill  repute  —  a  woman  who, 
apparently,  had  sinned  seriously.  Jesus  forgave 
the  woman  her  sins,  but  her  critic  He  rebuked.  In 
the  blindness  of  self -righteousness,  the  host  failed 
to  sense  or  understand  all  the  involvements  which 
perhaps  had  been  part  of  this  woman's  life.  Nor 
did  he  envision  the  opportunity  that  forgiveness 
could  open  up  to  her.    (See  Luke  7:36-50.) 

Remember  the  prayers  of  the  Pharisee  and  the 
publican  in  the  parable.  The  Pharisee  prayed, 
"God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men.  .  ." 
The  publican  prayed,  "God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
sinner."  (See  Luke  8:9-14.)  The  Saviour  deplored 
the  characteristics  of  the  Pharisee :  self-righteous- 
ness, self-centeredness,  a  feeling  of  superiority. 
He  often  indicated  that  those  who  kept  the  laws 
outwardly,  perhaps  carefully,  did  not  necessarily 
win  His  support,  if  in  their  lives  they  lacked  un- 
derstanding of  the  human  weakness  of  others.  He 
did  not  support  the  desire  to  commit  sin  nor  the 
commission  of  sin.  But  He  did  advocate  the  will- 
ingness to  forgive  and  to  help  those  with  sins  and 
weaknesses. 

In  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son  as  in  many 
other  instances,  the  Saviour  showed  His  preference 
for  forgiveness  and  rehabilitation  rather  than  pun- 
ishment and  ostracism.  He  was  concerned  with 
what  could  be  done  to  save  the  sinner  from  the 
consequences  of  transgression  —  to  rehabilitate 
him  and  to  make  possible  a  rebirth. 

Certainly  two  basic  foundation  stones  of  the 
Saviour's  teachings  were  love  and  understanding. 
He  held  love  of  all  humanity  as  being  greater  than 
loyalty  to  tribe  or  to  family.  Understanding  was 
the  companion  virtue  of  love.  He  taught  under- 
standing of  the  urges  in  human  nature  and  encour- 
aged us  to  realize  that  perhaps  other  people  live 
under  pressures  different  from  ours.  We  are  rarely 
qualified  to  judge  the  causes  of  the  things  others  do. 
So  the  Saviour  enjoins  us,  both  by  teaching  and 
by  example,  to  be  aware  that  the  enormous  possi- 
bilities of  repentance  are  increased  if  they  occur 
in  a  favorable  and  sympathetic  environment.    He 

also  urges  us  to  understand  the  probable  sterility 

of  bare  intellectual  assent,  even  of  compliance,  if 

kindliness  and  humaneness  are  lacking. 
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Clean  living  young  men  of  the  Church  today  may  exercise 
the  same  powers  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  as  did  John  the 
Baptist  as  he  prepared  the  way  for  the  coming  of  Jesus. 


Tlie  example 

of  John 
the  Baptist 


by  Presiding  Bishop  Joseph  L.  Wirthlin 


JOHN  the  Baptist  was  chosen  to  prepare  the 
Jews  and  others  for  the  coming  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God. 

John  was  the  son  of  Zacharias,  a  priest  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood.  His  mother  was  Elisabeth  who 
was  a  cousin  of  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus.  There- 
fore, John  the  Baptist  and  the  Christ  were  cousins. 

Zacharias  and  Elisabeth  were  old  when  an  angel 
appeared  to  Zacharias  and  informed  him  of  the 
coming  of  a  son,  whose  name  was  to  be  John. 
The  angel  declared  that  John  would  be  great  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  and  would  drink  neither  wine 
nor  strong  drinks  and  would  be  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

John  was  an  outstanding  young  man  physically 
and  spiritually  because  of  his  clean  life.  John 
preached  repentance  and  baptism,  declaring: 

I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water  unto  repentance: 
but  he  that  cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than  I  ...  he 
shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  fire: 

While  John  preached  repentance  and  baptism 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  there  appeared  the  Christ 
who  came  from  Galilee  to  Jordan  unto  John  to  be 
baptized  of  him. 

But  John  forbad  him,  saying,  I  have  need  to  be 
baptized  of  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me? 

And  Jesus  answering  said  unto  him,  Suffer  it  to  be 
so  now:  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  right- 
eousness.   Then  he  suffered  him. 

And  Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  up 
straightway  out  of  the  water:  and,  lo,  the  heavens 
were  opened  unto  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God 
descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting  upon  him: 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  May  29,  "John  the  Baptist";  for  Course 
4,  lesson  of  June  12,  "A  Boy's  Prayer  Is  Answered";  for  Course  6, 
lesson  of  April  24,  "Free — and  We  Form  No  Bad  Habits,"  and  lesson 
of  June  19,  "Joseph  Smith";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  April  24,  "The 
Death  of  John  the  Baptist";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  May  8,  "The 
True  Spirit  of  a  Missionary";  and  for  Courses  26  and  28,  lessons  of 
May  15,   "Baptism.") 
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And  lo  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.  (Matthew 
3:11,  14-17.) 

The  voice  of  God  was  heard  again  after  nearly 
2,000  years  when  a  young  man  named  Joseph 
Smith,  seeking  the  true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ, 
was  rewarded  for  his  great  faith.  The  Father  and 
the  Son  appeared  to  him  in  answer  to  his  prayer 
for  guidance.  Again,  God  the  Father  spoke,  intro- 
ducing the  Christ  to  Joseph  Smith  saying,  ".  .  . 
This  is  My  Beloved  Son.   Hear  Him!" 

Joseph  Smith  testified  to  the  world : 

...  For  I  had  seen  a  vision;  I  knew  it,  and  I 
knew  that  God  knew  it,  and  I  could  not  deny  it, 
neither  dared  I  do  it ;  at  least  I  knew  that  by  so  doing 
I  would  offend  God,  and  come  under  condemnation. 
(Joseph  Smith  2:17,  25.) 
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Joseph  Smith  was  authorized  to  organize  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Priesthood  authority  was 
restored  to  the  earth.  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver 
Cowdery  were  ordained  to  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
by  John  the  Baptist  who,  while  laying  his  hands 
upon  their  heads,  said : 

Upon  you  my  fellow  servants,  in  the  name  of  Mes- 
siah I  confer  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron,  which  holds 
the  keys  of  the  ministering  of  angels,  and  of  the  gos- 
pel of  repentance,  and  of  baptism  by  immersion  for 
the  remission  of  sins;  and  this  shall  never  be  taken 
again  from  the  earth,  until  the  sons  of  Levi  do  offer 
again  an  offering  unto  the  Lord  in  righteousness. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  13.) 

Repentance,  baptism,  and  the  many  blessings 
growing  out  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  were  again 
available  to  the  sons  and  the  daughters  of  God, 
whereby  they  may  be  prepared  to  enter  in  at  the 
straight  gate,  to  know  the  joys  and  receive  the 
blessings  of  belonging  to  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Deacons,  teachers  and  priests  hold  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  —  the  priesthood  held  by  John  the  Bap- 
tist, who  actually  baptized  Jesus  Christ  and  who 
returned  to  the  earth  as  a  resurrected  person  and 
restored  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 

John  the  Baptist  lived  in  conformity  with  the 
law  known  to  us  today  as  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
by  refraining  from  the  use  of  strong  drinks  and 
wine  which  injure  the  mind,  the  spirit  and  the  body. 
No  wonder  the  Lord  said  to  Zacharias,  before  John 
was  born,  that  his  son  would  drink  neither  wine 
nor  strong  drinks. 

In  the  days  of  the  Prophet  Joseph,  the  Lord 
realized  that  those  who  would  hold  the  priesthood 
should  live  as  did  John  the  Baptist  by  obeying  the 
Word  of  Wisdom  which  eliminates  the  use  of  wine 


and  strong  drinks,  tobacco  and  other  items.  The 
Word  of  Wisdom  not  only  applies  to  those  who 
hold  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  but  to  young  women 
as  well,  and,  indeed,  to  all  members  of  the  Church. 

Deacons  holding  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  have 
the  privilege  of  passing  the  sacrament  —  a  most 
inspiring  and  encouraging  opportunity  to  help  them 
realize  that  the  Christ  died  for  mankind.  They 
have  a  greater  opportunity  than  John  the  Baptist, 
who  did  not  have  the  privilege  of  participating  in 
the  passing  of  the  sacrament;  for  Christ  did  not 
institute  the  sacrament  until  after  John  was  be- 
headed. 

John  the  Baptist  was  prayerful  and  kept  in  con- 
stant touch  with  his  Heavenly  Father  while  in  the 
performance  of  his  great  assignment  to  prepare  the 
world  for  the  coming  of  the  Christ. 

Young  men  and  young  women  who  follow  the 
example  of  John  the  Baptist  will  be  prayerful  and 
will  keep  their  bodies  sweet  and  clean.  The  mar- 
velous revelation  given  to  Joseph  Smith  and  called 
the  Word  of  Wisdom  was  also  given  to  John  the 
Baptist.  If  young  men  and  young  women  will  live 
the  Word  of  Wisdom,  the  Lord  will  give  them 
spiritual,  mental  and  physical  strength,  as  He  has 
promised. 

And  all  saints  who  remember  to  keep  and  do  these 
sayings,  walking  in  obedience  to  the  commandments, 
shall  receive  health  in  their  navel  and  marrow  to  their 
bones; 

And  shall  find  wisdom  and  great  treasures  of 
knowledge,  even  hidden  treasures; 

And  shall  run  and  not  be  weary,  and  shall  walk 
and  not  faint. 

And  I,  the  Lord,  give  unto  them  a  promise, 
that  the  destroying  angel  shall  pass  by  them,  as  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  not  slay  them.  Amen.  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  89:18-21.) 
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'    THE 
SHOELESS 


TOWN 


* 


by  Dr.  Frank  Crane 

SOME  years  ago  there  was  printed  an  article,  which 
I  think  was  written  by  Hugh  Price  Hughes, 
entitled  "Ubique."  This  is  the  Latin  word  for  "every- 
where" and  the  story  was  intended  to  be  a  satire  upon 
professed  Christians. 

The  gist  of  it  was  that  a  man  had  occasion  to  go 
for  the  first  time  to  the  town  of  Ubique  on  business. 
He  arrived  at  the  railroad  station  on  a  blustering  De- 
cember day.  There  was  a  cold  wind  and  a  flurry  of 
snow.  As  he  walked  along  the  street  he  saw  women 
dressed  in  costly  furs  and  gentlemen  in  fur  coats,  but 
all  having  bare  feet.  The  population  seemed  respect- 
able and  well-to-do,  but  no  one  wore  shoes.  They 
limped  along,  were  afflicted  with  chilblains  and  bruises 
and  suffered  great  pain. 

When  he  went  to  the  hotel  he  found  the  clerk  at 
the  desk,  the  bellboys  and  other  attendants  all  bare- 
foot. At  the  dinner  table  he  sat  next  to  a  prosperous- 
looking  old  gentleman  and  fell  into  conversation.  As 
this  new  acquaintance  seemed  so  kindly  and  open- 
minded,  our  traveler  said  to  him: 

"Pardon  me  if  I  seem  intrusive,  but  I  notice  that 
nobody  in  this  town  seems  to  wear  shoes,  yet  everyone 
appears  to  suffer  from  cold  and  bruised  feet.  Would 
you  mind  telling  me  why?" 

"Ah!"  said  the  old  gentleman,  raising  his  eyes  pious- 
ly, "why  indeed!" 

He  talked  further  with  his  companion,  but  could 
never  get  past  that  point.  The  old  gentleman  was 
perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  shoes  were  desirable 

(For  Course  16,  lesson  of  March  27,  "General  Religious  Cultures 
of  the  World";  and  for  Course  10,  lesson  of  July  10,  "The  Full  Meas- 
ure of  Service.") 


above  all  things,  and  that  everybody  ought  to  wear 
them,  but  he  could  not  tell  why  they  did  not  do  so. 

The  traveler  took  a  walk  through  the  town  and 
found  that  here  and  there  were  beautiful  buildings, 
more  elaborate  and  larger  than  the  ordinary.  Seeing 
the  janitor  sweeping  the  steps  of  one  of  these  structures, 
he  stopped  and  talked  to  him. 

"What  is  this  building?  I  am  a  stranger  in  the 
town  and  notice  there  are  many  buildings  like  this." 

"This  is  a  shoe  factory,"  said  the  janitor. 

"Oh!    Then  they  make  shoes  here." 

"Oh,  not  at  all,"  was  the  reply.  "They  just  talk 
about  making  shoes,  and  sing  about  shoes  and  pray 
about  them." 

Pointing  to  a  sign  by  the  door  he  saw  an  announce- 
ment that  the  chief  official  of  the  factory  was  going 
to  give  a  lecture  every  seventh  day  on  shoes.  The  sub- 
jects listed  included  "The  Origin  of  Shoes,"  "The  History 
of  Shoe  Making,"  "Varieties  of  Leather,"  etc.  He  was 
informed  by  the  janitor  that  once  every  seven  days 
every  other  business  in  town  was  required  by  law  to 
close,  that  nothing  was  allowed  to  be  open  but  the 
shoe  factories  and  the  people  all  gathered  in  them  to 
sing  and  pray  and  hear  lectures  about  shoes.  But  no 
shoes  were  produced  and  nobody  wore  them. 

Finally  in  a  little  side  street  he  found  a  small  shop 
inside  of  which  was  an  old  German  cobbler  making 
a  pair  of  shoes.  He  bought  a  pair  and  took  it  back  to 
his  hotel  to  present  to  the  old  gentleman  with  whom 
he  had  become  acquainted. 

To  his  surprise  the  old  gentleman  declined  the  gift, 
assuring  him  that  none  of  the  best  people  ever  wore 
shoes,  and  in  fact  it  was  considered  a  sign  of  fana- 
ticism and  hypocrisy  ever  really  to  wear  them. 

The  point  in  this  story  is  only  too  well  taken.  It 
seems  a  pity  that  religion,  the  very  best  and  most 
usable  force  in  the  world  for  developing  character 
and  making  happiness,  should  have  been  jockeyed  into 
such  a  position  that  people  are  afraid  to  claim  that 
they  have  it  and  use  it. 

Religion  as  a  topic  for  polite  conversation  in  society 
is  taboo.  It  is  not  considered  well-bred  to  discuss 
religion  in  social  circles. 

A  reason  for  this  is  that  religion  has  degenerated 
into  a  matter  of  partisanship.  It  has  enlisted  in  its  aid 
a  lot  of  fears  and  unworthy  motives  that  do  not  make 
for  wholesomeness  and  normalcy  of  life. 

I  believe  that  most  people  are  better  Christians 
than  they  think  they  are.  I  believe  that  men  are  better 
than  any  institution  they  have  formed.  I  believe  that 
human  nature  is  innately  good  and  wholesome  and 
that  the  purpose  of  Jesus  was  to  develop  human  nature 
normally. 


°Reprinted  by  permission  from  Crane,  Frank,  Why  I  Am  a  Christian, 
1928;  Win.  H.  Wise  &  Company,  New  York,   N.  Y. 
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What  Conversion  Has  Meant  to  Me" 


by  Milton  E.  Wadsworth: 


HAVING  been  reared  in  a  religious  home  by 
sincere  and  loving  parents,  I  found  my  de- 
cision to  become  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  a  difficult  one.  It 
meant,  in  measure,  alienation  from  my  position 
within  my  parents'  family  to  a  degree  I  could  not 
predict.  Such  an  experience  is  not  new,  but  one 
which  many  converts  can  relate.  The  point  of  im- 
portance is  that  such  a  decision  could  not  be  made 
without  a  sincere  conviction  of  the  truthfulness  of 
the  Gospel. 

In  retrospect,  remembering  many  of  my  own 
poorly  conceived  ideas,  I  find  myself  wondering  if 
the  majority  of  people  in  the  various  Christian 
faiths  throughout  the  world  really  place  religion 
first  in  their  thinking  and  in  their  lives.  Surely 
if  this  earth  were  created  according  to  a  specific 
plan  that  we  might  come  here  to  live  and  develop 
ourselves  by  our  own  free  agency  in  the  sight  of 
God,  these  things  should  be  foremost  in  our  lives. 

It  is  comforting  and  heart  warming  to  me  to 
recognize  that  this  earth  could  not  have  formed 
from  unorganized  matter  by  mere  chance.  There 
is  but  one  conclusion :  This  earth  with  its  order 
and  delicate  balance  between  the  forces  of  nature 
and  matter  in  all  its  various  forms  was  placed  here 
as  we  see  it  by  divine  direction.  By  this  analogy 
we  have  before  us  at  all  times  physical  evidence 
of  God's  plan  and  His  power  to  execute.  And  with- 
in this  plan  lie  the  answers  to  the  questions  which 
must  pass  through  all  men's  minds:  "Where  did 
I  come  from?  Why  am  I  here?  Where  may  I  go?" 
These  questions  had  never  been  answered  to  my 
satisfaction  in  a  clear  and  concise  manner.  After 
six  years  in  the  Church  I  can  state  with  continually 
renewed  conviction  that  these  answers  have  been 
given  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  through 
the  prophets  foreordained  to  do  so. 

A  religion  which  does  not  recognize  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  priesthood  extended  through 
the  male  lineage  is  inconsistent  with  holy  scripture. 
A  religion  which  does  not  recognize  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ  as  literal  and  absolute  denies 
the  plan  of  salvation  and  the  truth  of  the  resurrec- 
tion which  will  come  ultimately  to  us  all. 


(For  Courses  26  and  28,  lessons  of  May  15,  "Baptism,"  and  lessons 
of  June  26,  "The  Holy  Ghost.") 

*Dr.  Wadsworth  is  head  of  the  Department  of  Metallurgy  at  the 
University  of  Utah.  He  holds  the  following  degrees:  B.S.,  U.  of  U., 
1948;  Ph.D.,  U.  of  U.,  1951. 


A  religion  which  goes  out  into  the  world  to 
preach  and  heal  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  by 
charge  does  so  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  Christ. 
(See  /  Corinthians  9:16-18;  /  Peter  5:2.)  A  reli- 
gion which  does  not  recognize  baptism  by  im- 
mersion as  an  essential  and  basic  part  of  the  church 
is  contrary  to  scripture.  A  religion  which  denies 
that  Jesus,  as  an  earthly  being,  was  the  Christ  is 
a  church  of  the  "antichrist."  (See  /  John  2:22.) 
And  yet,  these  were  and  are  accepted  beliefs  of  my 
old  faith.  I  could  not  finally  accept  them.  The 
integrity  of  Mormonism  lies  in  its  ability  to  em- 
brace all  of  the  parts,  teachings  and  functions  of 
Christ's  Church. 

Specifically  as  I  reflect  upon  what  conversion 
has  meant  to  me,  I  think  of  four  words :  priest- 
hood, family,  obedience  and  exaltation.  The  au- 
thority to  act  has  been  given  and  what  is  bound 
righteously  through  the  priesthood  on  earth  will 
be  bound  in  heaven.  (See  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
128:9.)  - 

The  priesthood,  though  borne  by  men,  can 
reach  its  ultimate  fulfillment  only  through  the 
bearer's  union  in  celestial  marriage  with  a  right- 
eous and  faithful  woman.  The  family  is  our  fore- 
most immediate  responsibility  and  the  basic 
operational  unit  of  the  Church.  The  family  rep- 
resents our  charge  as  parents  to  provide  righteous 
teachings,  that  we  might  instill  proper  religious 
perspective  within  pur  children.  The  family  repre- 
sents a  union  which  can  and  will,  if  we  live 
righteously,  continue  eternally.  And  through 
obedience  to  all  the  principles  and  commandments 
placed  before  us  we  shall  attain  the  state  of  ex- 
altation. Exaltation  is  our  ultimate  goal  and  is 
the  basic  driving  force  which  generates  within 
us  the  desire  to  live  in  accordance  with  the  Lord's 
plan. 

In  addition,  the  ultimate  purpose  of  the  Lord, 
though  definite,  is  a  selfless  one  with  a  mind 
single  to  the  glory  which  can  come  to  us  and 
which  was  expressed  by  Him  when  He  said :  "For 
behold,  this  is  my  work  and  my  glory — to  bring 
to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man." 
(Moses  1:39.)  What  greater  promise  can  be 
given  for  so  little  asked  in  return?  A  knowledge 
of  these  things  plus  the  deep  personal  joy  which 
springs  from  knowing  is  what  conversion  has 
meant  to  me. 
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We  sacrifice  true  values  when  we  practice  .  . 


MODERN    IDOL  WORSHIP 


by  Daniel  A.  Keeler 


66T  SIMPLY  must  have  those  shoes.    Joan  got 


I 


hers  yesterday,  and  Pat  bought  a  pair  last 
week.  Oh,  if  mother  doesn't  give  me  the  money, 
I'll  just  have  to  rob  a  bank,  I  guess." 

That  was  Mary  Must  talking.  Of  course  she 
was  not  serious  about  robbing  a  bank,  but  she  was 
very  serious  about  owning  a  pair  of  popular  "Syl- 
via" shoes.  She  already  had  two  good  pairs  of 
shoes ;  but  that  did  not  matter.  If  her  friends  had 
"Sylvia"  shoes,  she  wanted  them  too. 

There  may  be  nothing  really  wrong  with  want- 
ing something  very  badly.  It  is  a  question  of  what 
and  how  —  it  is  a  question  of  values. 

Compare  Mary's  experience  with  that  of  an- 
other young  woman  named  Betty.  In  most  ways 
Betty  was  considered  the  ideal  Church  member. 
She  was  pretty  and  popular.  However,  she  had  a 
certain  "passion"  for  new  clothes.  Her  parents 
were  struggling  to  make  ends  meet,  and  they  could 
not  afford  many  new  clothes.  So,  Betty,  one  day, 
began  shoplifting.  At  first  it  was  so  simple.  No 
one  suspected  a  "fine,  upstanding  girl." 

When  finally  caught,  Betty  brought  dishonor 
and  unhappiness  to  herself,  her  family,  her  ward 
and  her  friends. 

One  of  the  Lord's  commandments  to  Israel 
had  to  do  with  bowing  down  to  a  "graven  image." 
(See  Deuteronomy  5:8,  9.)  For  generations  the 
prophets  of  Israel  admonished  the  people  to  turn 
not  unto  "idols." 

Today  as  we  read  about  the  sin  of  idol  worship 
we  may  have  a  feeling  that  this  is  one  command- 
ment that  has  nothing  to  do  with  us.  Certainly 
there  are  no  molten  calves  in  our  closets  to  which 
we  bow  down;  and,  yet,  is  there  not  a  glint  of 
idolatry  in  much  that  we  do  today? 

Did  not  Betty  in  a  sense  bend  her  knees  to 
something  that  ultimately  caused  her  to  turn  away 
from  the  Lord  and  to  break  one  of  His  command- 
ments ? 


(For  Course  8,  lesson  of  May  29,  "The  First  and  Second  Command- 
ments"; for  Course  6,  lesson  of  April  24,  "Free — and  We  Form  No 
Bad  Habits";  for  Course  2,  lesson  of  June  12,  "We  Have  the  Right 
to  Choose";  and  for  all  Gospel  teachers.) 


When  Jesus  was  "led  up  of  the  spirit  into  the 
wilderness,"  you  will  recall  that  He  resisted  three 
temptations  which  the  devil  placed  before  Him : 

1.  A  temptation  of  bread  to  break  His  long  fast. 

2.  A  challenge  to  tempt  God  and  to  prove  His 
own  great  power. 

3.  An  offer  of  the  world's  kingdom  and  its 
glory  if  He  would  worship  Satan.  {Matthew 
4:1-11.) 

Appetite,  power  and  possession  are  three  im- 
portant elements  of  happy  living  when  kept  in 
control,  or  three  idols  when  bowed  down  to. 

Appetite 

The  idol  of  appetite  takes  many  forms.  In  New 
York  not  long  ago  a  54-year-old  saleslady  developed 
a  rather  costly  appetite  which  led  her  to  steal  $5000 
from  her  employer  for  "lunch  money." 

Each  day  for  two  years  this  woman  had  taken 
small  sums  of  money  by  making  out  false  refund 
slips.  She  had  stolen  because  her  salary  was  not 
adequate  to  permit  her  to  buy  the  kind  of  lunches 
she  desired.   She  had  bowed  down  to  appetite.1 

Once  a  month  each  of  us  may  be  faced  with 
another  form  of  the  appetite  idol.  Many  Church 
members,  of  course,  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it;  but  some,  without  excuse,  will  yield  quite  reg- 
ularly to  its  urging  that  they  not  fast  on  fast  day. 

In  1958  there  were  more  than  50,000  drug  ad- 
dicts in  the  United  States  —  slaves  of  a  vicious 
appetite.2 

To  a  much  lesser  but  significant  degree,  in  1958 
an  important  number  of  us  went  fishing,  hunting 
or  played  golf  on  Sunday.  Some  of  us  leaned  over 
a  cup  of  coffee,  smoked,  took  a  drink  or  ate  too 
much.  Others  became  slaves  to  anger,  gossip,  idle- 
ness, evil  thinking,  swearing,  showing  off  and 
following  the  crowd. 

.  .  .  What  agreement  hath  the  temple  of  God  with 
idols?  for  ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God;  .  .  . 
(//  Corinthians  6:16.) 


teller,   James,  Make  Each  Day  Count;  A  Dell  Book;   page  148. 
2Keller,  James,  Make  Each  Day  Count;  page  293. 
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Power 

"Lust  for  power  is  the  most  flagrant  of  all  the 
passions,"  said  Cornelius  Tacitus. 

The  account  of  the  tragic  fate  of  several  of  the 
world's  most  powerful  men  always  makes  an  in- 
delible impression  upon  my  mind.  They  all  met  at 
an  important  meeting  held  in  Chicago  in  1923. 
Each  was  a  millionaire.  Some  of  them  controlled 
the  money  of  the  earth. 

Each  of  these  men  in  the  final  count  illustrated 
the  great  folly  of  worshiping  power.  Two  of  them 
took  their  own  lives.  Two  went  to  prison.  Three 
were  fugitives  from  justice  in  foreign  lands  — 
bankrupt  and  penniless.    Another  went  insane. 

The  Lord  in  these  latter  days  has  warned  bear- 
ers of  the  priesthood  against  ".  .  .  unrighteous 
dominion." 

No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be  main- 
tained by  virtue  of  the  priesthood,  only  by  persua- 
sion, by  long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and  meekness, 
and  by  love  unfeigned;  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
121:41.) 

Closely  related  to  the  graven  image  of  power 
is  that  of  position  or  status  or  social  standing. 

This  statement  came  to  my  ears  the  other  day : 
"Well,  we  just  hocked  our  souls  for  a  new  house 
so  we  could  keep  up  with  the  Joneses."  The  man 
spoke  with  more  truth  perhaps  than  he  realized. 
To  keep  up  with  the  Joneses  he  was  going  to  have 
to  put  his  wife  to  work  and  hold  down  two  extra 
jobs  himself  —  one  of  them  on  Sunday.  How  many 
homes  have  been  neglected  because  mother  went 
to  work?  And  how  many  priesthood  holders  have 
become  inactive  because  of  Sunday  labor  —  the 
price  of  keeping  up  with  the  Joneses? 

We  live  in  a  highly  competitive  society.  Too 
frequently  we  even  observe  the  competitive  spirit 
in  our  Church  meetings  where  certain  members  of 
the  congregation  will  vie  with  the  speaker  for 
recognition  and  class  members  compete  with  the 
teacher  for  the  attention  of  the  class.  Under  such 
conditions  individuals  find  themselves  in  competi- 
tion with  the  Lord's  spirit,  and  irreverence  results. 
In  a  small  but  real  way  those  causing  the  disturb- 
ance have  turned  from  true  worship  and  have 
raised  up  in  their  hearts  a  sort  of  graven  image. 

We  have  all  known  young  people  who  worship 
science  and  the  philosophies.  As  a  safeguard  against 
idolizing  the  learnings  of  men,  Elder  John  A.  Widt- 
soe  on  one  occasion  advised  a  group  of  returned 
missionaries  and  university  students  to  give  at 
least  a  tenth  of  their  time  unto  the  Lord,  just  as 
they  would  give  a  tenth  of  their  income. 


Possession 

The  question  of  income  presents  a  third  idol, 
possession. 

Betty  was  just  one  disciple  of  this  idol.  In  fact, 
in  the  United  States  today  thousands  of  people  give 
it  homage.  Each  year  in  America  shoplifting  is  a 
$75,000,000  business. 

In  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  several  years  ago,  a  57- 
year-old  man  died  of  starvation.  Yet,  a  search  of 
his  drab  living  quarters  revealed  boxes,  cans  and 
suitcases  filled  with  money.4 

One  of  the  most  dramatic  stories  I  have  ever 
read  tells  of  a  Russian  peasant,  Pahom,  who  sold 
a  comfortable  and  productive  farm  to  go  beyond 
the  Volga  to  the  land  of  the  Bashkirs.  There  he 
found  that  land  sold  according  to  how  much  ground 
a  man  could  walk  around  in  a  day.  The  price  was 
a  mere  1000  rubles.  There  was  one  condition,  how- 
ever. The  buyer  had  to  return  to  the  point  from 
which  he  started  before  sundown  or  he  would 
lose  his  money. 

Pahom  struck  his  bargain,  and  began  walking, 
but  as  he  went  the  land  seemed  to  get  better.  The 
sun  rose  in  the  sky,  but  still  Pahom  walked,  adding 
more  and  more  land  to  his  claim.  Then  suddenly 
he  noted  with  a  shock  that  the  sun  was  low  in  the 
west.  Pahom  turned  and  began  running  to  com- 
plete the  circle  back  to  his  point  of  departure,  but 
it  was  a  long  way  to  go.  He  ran  desperately,  and 
the  Bashkirs  cheered  him  on. 

As  the  sun  sank  slowly  behind  the  horizon's 
rim,  Pahom  staggered  back  finally  to  where  he  had 
started.  But  as  he  took  the  last  faltering  step,  he 
gave  a  fearful  cry,  "I  have  grasped  too  much;  all 
my  labor  has  been  in  vain."  His  heart  burst  and 
he  fell  to  the  ground  dead.  Six  feet  from  his  head 
to  his  heels  was  all  the  ground  that  he  needed.5 

We  sometimes  find  that  our  social  satisfactions 
are  gauged  to  the  size  of  our  popular  record  col- 
lections or  libraries  of  unread  books,  our  "costly 
apparel,"  our  fads  and  fancies,  our  accumulations 
of  antiques  and  art  souvenirs,  our  new  cars  and  our 
splendid  homes.  Envy  and  covetousness  crowd  out 
the  simple  joys  and  gratitudes. 

"The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  there- 
of; .  .  ."  (Psalm  24:1.)  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  Lord's  children  cannot  enjoy  those  things  that 
make  life  more  comfortable,  convenient  and  happy. 
These  may  be  our  righteous  inheritance  as  we  seek 
first  the  kingdom  of  God.  It  is  only  when  posses- 
sion becomes  our  passion  and  mammon  becomes 
our  master;  when  our  appetites  enslave  us,  and 
the  desire  for  power  grips  our  hearts  —  it  is  only 
then  that  we,  like  the  wayward  of  ancient  Israel, 
have  turned  toward  "idols." 


^Keller,  James,  Make  Each  Day  Count;  pages  156,  200. 
6Bays,  Alice  Anderson,  Worship  Program  for  Young  People;  Ab- 
ingdon Press,  Nashville,  Tennessee;  pages  92-95. 
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Joseph  Smith  gave  us  ...      CI     P©CI  rl    ©f   Great   Pl*IC© 


by  Wallace  G.  Bennett 


THE  first  edition  of  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price 
was  compiled  and  published  at  Liverpool, 
England,  in  1851,  by  President  Franklin  D.  Rich- 
ards, who  was  then  presiding  over  the  European 
Mission.  All  of  the  writings  included  in  this  com- 
pilation had  previously  been  published  in  separate 
publications.  President  Richards  also  gave  this 
book  its  name,  undoubtedly  having  been  inspired 
in  so  doing  by  the  following  words  of  the  Saviour 
in  His  Parable  of  the  Pearl : 

/gain,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  mer- 
ch~ -.';  man,  seeking  goodly  pearls:  Who,  when  he  had 
found  one  pearl  of  great  price,  went  and  sold  all  that 
he  had,  and  bought  it.    (Matthew  13:45,  46.) 

At  that  time  the  book  contained  not  only  those 
items  which  are  in  the  present  edition  —  The  Book 
of  Moses,  The  Book  of  Abraham,  the  Writings  of 
Joseph  Smith  and  The  Articles  of  Faith — but  there 
were  also  some  revelations  which  are  now  a  part 
of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  the  words  of 
the  hymn,  "Oh  Say,  What  Is  Truth?" 

In  1902,  the  book  was  first  published  with  its 
division  into  chapters  and  verses  and  with  referenc- 
es, as  set  up  by  James  E.  Talmage.  It  was  accepted 
in  its  new  form  as  a  standard  scriptural  work  by 
the  assembled  General  Conference  of  the  Church 
in  October,  1902. 

The  Book  of  Moses 

In  June,  1830,  the  first  chapter  of  The  Book  of 
Moses  was  revealed  to  Joseph  Smith.  This  revela- 
tion consisted  of  a  vision  given  to  Moses  approxi- 
mately 3,500  years  ago.  Chapters  two  through  eight 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  June  19,  "Joseph  Smith";  for  Course  16, 
lesson  of  May  1,  "True  Teachings  of  Christ  Were  Restored";  and  of 
general  interest.) 


of  this  book  are  writings  of  Moses  which  were  re- 
vealed to  Joseph  Smith  in  December,  1830.  They 
tell  the  story  of  the  creation  of  the  world  and  of 
God's  dealings  with  men  from  Adam  through  Noah, 
including  Noah's  predictions  of  the  great  flood. 

The  Book  of  Abraham 

In  1828,  Antonio  Sebolo,  a  Frenchman  traveling 
in  Egypt  became  interested  in  the  ancient  cata- 
combs of  that  country.  Having  secured  the  neces- 
sary license  to  excavate,  Sebolo  employed  433  men 
for  over  four  months  in  1831  to  dig  near  the  place 
where  once  stood  the  ancient  Egyptian  city  of 
Thebes.  From  the  catacombs  near  this  city  the 
men  took  eleven  mummies,  which  were  later 
shipped  to  Alexandria.  From  there  Sebolo  started 
with  his  treasures  to  Paris;  but  en  route  for  that 
city  in  1832,  he  was  taken  ill.  Realizing  the  seri- 
ousness of  his  illness,  Sebolo  drew  up  a  will  in 
which  he  left  his  Egyptian  treasures  to  his  nephew, 
Michael  H.  Chandler,  who  then  lived  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania.  A  few  days  later,  Sebolo  died 
at  Trieste,  where  he  had  disembarked. 

After  receiving  the  mummies  in  America, 
Chandler  put  them  to  good  financial  use  by  travel- 
ing around  the  country  exhibiting  them  for  a  fee. 
In  his  travels  he  sold  seven  of  the  mummies  to 
private  collectors ;  but  he  continued  to  display  four 
well-preserved  figures,  together  with  two  or  more 
rolls  of  papyrus  covered  with  hieroglyphics  which 
were  found  with  the  mummies. 

Because  Joseph  Smith  was  reputed  to  have 
translated  the  Book  of  Mormon  from  an  ancient 
language,  on  arriving  in  Kirtland,  Ohio,  with  his 
treasures,  Chandler  naturally  questioned  the  Proph- 
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These  figures  are  copied  from  facsimile  cuts  1  and  2  as  found  in  The  Book  of  Abraham. 


et  as  to  his  ability  to  translate  the  papyrus  scrolls. 
The  Prophet  noticed  some  points  of  resemblance 
between  the  papyrus  characters  and  the  Book  of 
Mormon  characters  and  translated  a  small  portion 
of  the  former.  Mr.  Chandler  later  wrote  out  a 
certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  Prophet's  transla- 
tion agreed  with  other  scholarly  translations. 

A  further  examination  of  the  papyrus  rolls  con- 
vinced Joseph  Smith  that  they  were  writings  of  the 
ancient  patriarchs,  Abraham  and  Joseph,  the  son 
of  Jacob.  The  mummies  and  the  scrolls  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Saints  in  1835,  and  with  the  help  of 
some  of  the  leading  brethren,  the  record  of  Abra- 
ham was  translated  and  ready  for  publication  by 
1842.  (The  book  of  Joseph  was  not  published.) 
These  writings  first  appeared  in  two  issues  of  the 
Times  and  Seasons  (March  1  and  15,  1842),  along 
with  facsimiles  of  certain  portions  of  the  papyrus. 

The  Writings  of  Joseph  Smith 

The  writings  of  Joseph  Smith  consist  of  an  ex- 
tract from  Joseph  Smith's  translation  of  the  Bible 
and  extracts  from  his  history,  the  former  extract 
"being  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  Matthew,  com- 
mencing with  the  last  verse  of  the  twenty-third 
chapter,  King  James'  version."1  This  item  contains 
several  prophecies  concerning  the  last  days  which 
are  to  precede  the  second  coming  of  Jesus  Christ. 

There  had  been  many  reports  put  into  circula- 
tion "by  evil-disposed  and  designing  persons,  in 
relation  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Church." 
These  reports  were  designed  by  their  authors  "to 
militate  against  its  character  as  a  Church  and  its 
progress  in  the  world."    (See  Joseph  Smith  2:1.) 


In  1838  the  Prophet  began  to  write  his  history  to 
give  the  world  the  proper  facts  about  himself  and 
the  Church.  The  Pearl  of  Great  Price  extracts  are 
taken  from  this  history. 

Included  in  the  extracts  are  a  brief  statement 
about  Joseph's  early  life;  accounts  of  the  first 
vision  and  the  persecutions  which  followed  that 
vision ;  the  visitations  of  Moroni  to  Joseph,  includ- 
ing the  scriptures  which  Moroni  quoted  to  the  boy ; 
Joseph's  marriage  to  Emma  Hale ;  the  receipt  and 
translation  of  the  plates  and  the  publication  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon;  Martin  Harris'  interview 
with  Professor  Charles  Anthon  concerning  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  translation  of  Book  of  Mormon 
characters;  and  the  ordination  to  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  of  Joseph  and  Oliver  Cowdery  by  John 
the  Baptist,  followed  by  their  baptism. 

The  Articles  of  Faith 

At  the  request  of  John  Wentworth,  editor  of 
the  Chicago  Democrat,  Joseph  Smith  wrote  a  letter 
in  which  he  gave  a  sketch  of  the  "rise,  progress, 
persecution,  and  faith  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  of 
which  I  [Joseph  Smith]  have  the  honor,  under  God, 
of  being  the  founder."2  Wentworth  was  seeking  the 
information  for  his  friend,  Mr.  Barstow,  who 
planned  to  write  a  history  of  New  Hampshire.  In- 
cluded at  the  end  of  this  letter,  which  became 
known  as  the  "Wentworth  Letter,"  and  was  pub- 
lished in  March  of  1842,  were  13  short  statements 
of  the  Latter-day  Saint  beliefs. 

On  October  6,  1890,  the  assembled  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Church  readopted  these  statements 
of  belief  —  the  Articles  of  Faith. 


Subheading  to  Joseph  Smith  1. 


2See  Smith,  Joseph,  History  o/  the  Church,  Vol.  IV,  1957  edition; 
Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   page  535. 
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I  teach  on  a  team 


by  Ralph  B.  Keeler 


MY  father  used  to  tell  us  a  story  about  his 
friend,  Jimmy  Spires.  One  day  Jimmy 
hitched  himself  to  a  wagon  with  one  of  the  family 
oxen  in  order  to  pull  the  vehicle  to  the  field  where 
the  other  ox  was  pasturing.  "Jim  and  the  ox  made 
a  good  team,"  Dad  would  say,  "until  the  ox  became 
frightened  of  Jim's  flapping  shirttail.  The  ox  start- 
ed to  run  and  poor  Jim  was  unable  to  pull  his  head 
out  of  the  yoke.  He  was  barely  able  to  run  fast 
enough  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  oncoming 
wagon  to  which  he  had  so  ingeniously  attached 
himself." 

Then  with  added  excitement  father  would  con- 
tinue :  "Here  they  came  pell-mell  down  the  street 
—  ox,  wagon  and  Jim  in  a  cloud  of  dust.  As  they 
approached  me  Jim  called  out,  "Stop  us,  Joe,  stop 
us.  We're  running  away."  Then,  to  impress  us 
with  a  lesson  father  would  say :  "There  is  no  doubt 


(Of  interest  to  all  Gospel  teachers.) 


that  Jim  and  the  ox  made  a  good  team  until  the 
ox  decided  to  go  it  alone.  That's  characteristic 
of  an  ox  —  not  always  cooperative." 

There  was  a  team  quite  unlike  Jim  and  the  ox 
except  in  one  detail :  they  both  experienced  a  run- 
away. Dale  was  a  member  of  it.  He  with  his  mates 
were  playing  in  the  basketball  tournament.  They 
had  been  successful  in  their  opening  game  largely 
through  Dale's  accurate  basket  shooting.  The 
crowd  had  cheered  and  Dale's  name  was  on  every 
lip  and  in  the  papers.  It  had  been  a  triumphant 
evening.  The  championship  seemed  a  cinch.  Then 
something  happened.  The  praise  was  too  much  for 
Dale.  The  sudden  popularity  turned  his  head.  In 
the  next  game  he  became  oblivious  to  the  smooth 
working  combination  of  team  plays  designed  to 
feed  him  the  ball.  He,  like  Jim's  ox,  became  excited 
and  decided  to  "go  it  alone."  His  teammates  were 
no  longer  important  to  him.  In  the  meantime  there 
was  a  runaway  score  favoring  the  opponents. 


„.-*//■ 


Gospel  teaching  requires  teamwork.    Do  not  be  like  Jim's  ox  and  try  to  "go  it  alone.' 
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There  are  many  kinds  of  teams  and  innumer- 
able players.  All  those  people  who  accept  work  in 
the  Church  are  an  integral  part  of  a  great  move- 
ment. Sunday  School  teachers,  like  teachers  in 
other  organizations,  are  members  of  a  team  work- 
ing collectively  to  improve  the  spiritual  lives  of 
the  members  of  the  Church.  It  is  extremely  im- 
portant that  each  member  on  the  team  becomes 
sensitive  to  the  need  for  smoothly  working  com- 
binations of  team  play  in  order  to  score  goals  and 
meet  objectives. 

No  teacher  teaches  alone  in  the  Church,  for 
there  are  many  who  provide  the  learning  experi- 
ences for  each  individual  whom  they  serve.  For 
example,  Frank  is  a  student  in  Course  14,  and  he 
has  a  marvelous  teacher.  He  says  so  and  means  it. 
But  he  has  more  than  a  Sunday  School  teacher  who 
is  responsible  for  his  present  wholesome  feeling. 
He  has  other  teachers  like  the  one  in  Sunday 
School  who  are  interested  in  him.  Then  there  are 
his  parents,  who,  over  the  years,  have  given  him 
confidence  in  the  Church;  his  Bishop  has  guided 
his  advancement  through  the  priesthood ;  his  Sun- 
day School  superintendency  has  organized  and  ad- 
ministered the  Sunday  School  program  through 
which  he  is  now  going;  stake  board  advisors  have 
aided  his  teachers,  including  the  present  ones, 
toward  better  teaching  —  to  mention  only  a  few 
who  are  on  the  team  playing  strenuously  for 
Frank's  victory. 

Let  us  consider  another  phase  of  team  responsi- 
bility. Eugene  Roberts,  one  of  the  great  coaches 
at  Brigham  Young  University,  used  to  say  to  his 
players :  "Boys,  don't  let  the  flattery  of  the  fans 
spoil  your  style.  Keep  your  confidence  in  your 
teammates  high.  Play  for  each  other  and  play  your 
hearts  out;  and  above  all  see  that  your  personal 
habits  keep  you  in  line  with  training  rules  so  the 
fans  will  know  that  you'll  do  your  best  for  them." 

This  influential  teacher  of  young  manhood  was 
urging  his  boys  to  develop  the  personal  qualities 
of  humility,  faith,  love,  a  "yen"  for  work  and  an 
awareness  of  the  power  of  personal  example.  These 
human  qualities  are  needed  on  any  team,  but  par- 
ticularly on  a  teaching  team. 

Humility  is  seen  in  the  teacher  who,  though  he 
at  present  has  a  high  level  of  performance,  contin- 
ues to  strive  to  improve  with  every  opportunity 
afforded  him.  There  is  a  friend  of  our  family  who 
lives  close  to  a  university  campus.  He  has  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  educational  pursuits.    On  the 


side  he  teaches  a  Sunday  School  class  and  enjoys 
it  immensely.  He  says,  "It's  different."  I  suppose 
he  means  it  is  different  for  him.  He  also  attends 
regularly  the  monthly  preparation  meeting.  When 
asked  why,  with  all  his  training  and  experience  in 
teaching,  he  attends  this  in-service  meeting,  he 
gave  two  concise  but  interesting  reasons :  "First," 
he  said,  "I  teach  Sunday  School,  which  obligates 
me  to  attend;  but  more  important  I  receive  per- 
sonal benefits  from  the  preparation  meeting." 
When  pressed  for  an  explanation  he  responded 
with  a  familiar  saying :  "Some  of  us  in  the  profes- 
sions are  'too  close  to  the  forest  to  see  the  trees.' ' 
Then  he  continued :  "I  pick  up  many  simple  teach- 
ing devices  from  the  other  teachers  and  they  work 
wonders  for  me.  Incidentally,  once  in  a  while  I 
give  out  a  few  they  seem  to  like."  This  attitude 
indicates  humility.  Coach  Roberts  helped  his  play- 
ers to  learn  humility  by  saying:  "Boys,  don't  let 
the  flattery  of  the  fans  spoil  your  style." 

Faith  appears  in  the  teacher  whose  self-suffi- 
ciency never  reaches  the  point  where  he  is  out  of 
touch  with  his  Heavenly  Father.  The  coach  would 
say:  "Keep  your  confidence  in  your  teammates 
high." 

The  spiritual  quality  of  love  manifests  itself  in 
the  teacher  who  can,  figuratively  speaking,  look 
through  the  eyes  of  his  teammates  and  see  the 
plays  as  they  see  them.  He,  therefore,  will  never 
"boo"  their  performance,  whether  in  or  out  of  the 
classroom,  but  will  always  be  supportive. 

An  intense  desire  to  work  efficiently  and  effec- 
tively in  a  Church  assignment  is  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon. We  see  such  people  and  admire  them.  They 
are  exemplified  in  the  teacher  who  possesses  the 
three  p's :  he  is  punctual,  present  and  prepared  at 
all  times. 

The  power  of  personal  example  is  important 
on  the  teaching  team.  I  was  in  Great  Falls  Stake 
in  Montana  some  time  ago  and  was  driven  from  the 
airport  by  three  stalwart  stake  officers.  It  was 
Sunday  morning,  and  the  deer  hunting  season  was 
on.  One  of  the  men  remarked  that  he  had  left  his 
hunting  camp  located  out  in  the  hills  the  night 
before  and  expected  to  return  in  the  morning.  "I 
can't  afford,"  he  said,  "to  give  the  impression  that 
Sunday  hunting  is  in  keeping  with  my  idea  of 
Sabbath  day  observance." 

Remember  how  Coach  Roberts  said  it:  "Keep 
in  line  with  the  training  rules  so  that  the  fans  will 
know  you'll  do  your  best  for  them." 
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God's  revealed  word  counsels  parents  to  give  children  .  .  . 

Gospel  teaching  in  the  home 

by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


ONE  of  the  most  important  responsibilities 
given  to  parents  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  that  of  teaching- 
their  children  the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  Through 
revelation  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  the  Lord 
instructed  us  as  follows : 

And  again,  inasmuch  as  parents  have  children  in 
Zion,  or  in  any  of  her  stakes  which  are  organized, 
that  teach  them  not  to  understand  the  doctrine  of 
repentance,  faith  in  Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God, 
and  of  baptism  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the 
laying  on  of  the  hands,  when  eight  years  old,  the  sin 
be  upon  the  heads  of  the  parents.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  68:25.) 

The  family  is  one  of  the  most  important  teach- 
ing organizations  that  an  individual  contacts  in  his 
life.  During  the  first  few  years  of  a  child's  life, 
he  has  intimate  personal  relationships  with  his 
parents  and  other  members  of  the  family.  What 
these  people  do  and  say  have  a  great  bearing  on 
the  formation  of  his  personality. 

In  the  present-day  world  it  is  often  easy  for 
parents  to  become  encumbered  with  the  responsi- 
bilities in  their  occupations,  their  communities  and 
their  Church  and  other  organizations  to  the  extent 
that  they  often  do  not  take  the  time  to  teach  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  at  home  consciously  and 
effectively.  Because  organizations  in  the  Church 
teach  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  parents  often 
assume  that  so  long  as  they  ensure  their  children's 
attendance  at  the  meetings  concerned,  the  parental 
responsibility  of  helping  their  children  understand 
the  Gospel  principles  has  been  adequately  dis- 
charged. 

It  is  therefore  proposed  that  parents,  in  order 
to  fulfill  their  responsibility  of  teaching  their  chil- 
dren the  basic  concepts  of  the  Gospel  more  proper- 
ly, devote  at  least  part  of  certain  Sunday  evenings 
throughout  the  year  to  sitting  .down  with  their 
children  and  discussing  the  fundamental  teachings 
of  the  Gospel.  Many  of  the  leaders  of  our  Church 
have  suggested  that  this  be  done.  For  example, 
President  Joseph  F.  Smith  said: 

Now  my  brethren  and  sisters,  will  you  try  to  take 
care  of  your  children,  and  look  after  them  on  the 
Sabbath  day  ...  I  recollect,  when  on  my  mission  in 


England,  I  visited  a  number  of  my  relatives  there. 
They  were  what  we  might  call  sectarian ;  they  did  not 
believe  the  true  gospel  .  .  .  but  when  the  Sabbath 
day  came  their  children  were  called  in,  and  if  they 
did  not  go  to  meetings,  they  were  taught  to  take  a 
book  and  read,  and  the  parents  sat  down  and  taught 
them,  and  they  read  by  turns  and  explained  passages 
of  Scripture  ...  and  they  talked  to  and  instructed 
one  another  .  .  -1 

Commenting  on  the  instructions  given  parents 
in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Hyrum  M.  Smith 
and  Janne  M.  Sjodahl  wrote: 

Many  people  in  the  world  consider  that  they  have 
done  their  full  duty  to  their  children,  when  they  have 
given  them  shelter,  food,  clothing,  and  education,  and 
accumulated  property  for  them  to  inherit.  But  Latter- 
day  Saints  have  a  still  more  important  duty,  as  par- 
ents. They  must  teach  their  children,  when  they  are 
eight  years  old,  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  —  faith, 
repentance,  baptism,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
It  is  not  enough  to  send  them  to  Primaries,  Sunday- 
schools,  and  day-schools.  The  parents  themselves 
have  a  personal  duty  to  perform  as  teachers  of  their 
children.2 

It  is  proposed  that  material  will  be  presented 
once  each  month  in  The  Instructor  which  can  be 
used  by  a  family  as  lesson  material  for  discussing 
a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Gospel.  This  lesson 
will  be  outlined  with  reference  to  the  general  ob- 
jective to  be  achieved,  the  basic  materials  to  be 
used  (many  of  which  will  be  found  in  The  Instruc- 
tor) and  the  teaching  methods. 

If  this  procedure  is  carried  out  by  a  family,  it 
will  accomplish  two  great  purposes :  First,  it  will 
help  all  members  of  the  family  to  orient  their  lives 
to  the  Saviour  and  His  teachings  by  providing 
them  with  a  fundamental  understanding  of  His 
way  of  life. 

Second,  it  can  be  a  means  of  bringing  members 
of  the  family  closer  together,  since  each  member 
if  possible,  will  have  some  opportunity  to  partici- 
pate in  this  lesson  and  to  participate  on  the  Sab- 
bath when  he  is  especially  commanded  to  reflect 
on  spiritual  things.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  this 
practice  will  become  prevalent  throughout  the 
Church  and  provide  a  lasting  joy  for  everyone 
concerned. 


(For  Course  4,  lesson  of  March  6,  "Family  Finds  Joy  in  Gospel 
Understanding";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  May  1,  "Why  We  Must  Be 
Missionaries";  and  of  particular  interest  to  parents,) 


'Smith,  Joseph  F.,  Journal  of  Discourses,  VoL  XIV,  page  286. 

2Smith,  Hyrum  M.  and  Sjodahl,  Janne  M.,  The  Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants Commentary,  1950  edition;  Deseret  Book  Company.  Salt  Lake 
pity.  Utah;  page  414. 
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"The  Marriage  in  Cana" 


THE    STORY 

"Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Jesus  in  Galilee  [following  His  bap- 
tism] we  find  Him  and  His  little  company  of  disciples  at  a  marriage 
party  in  Cana,  a  neighboring  town  to  Nazareth.  The  mother  of  Jesus 
was  at  the  feast ;  and  for  some  reason  not  explained  in  John's  narra- 
tive, she  manifested  concern  and  personal  responsibility  in  the  matter 
of  providing  for  the  guests.  Evidently  her  position  was  different 
from  that  of  one  present  by  ordinary  invitation.  Whether  this  cir- 
cumstance indicates  the  marriage  to  have  been  that  of  one  of  her 
own  immediate  family,  or  some  more  distant  relative  [or  a  friend], 
we  are  not  informed. 

"It  was  customary  [at  that  time]  to  provide  at  wedding  feasts 
a  sufficiency  of  wine,  the  pure  though  weak  product  of  the  local 
vineyards.  .  .  On  this  occasion  the  supply  of  wine  was  exhausted, 
and  Mary  told  Jesus  of  the  deficiency.  .  .  The  manner  in  which  she 
told  Him  of  the  insufficiency  of  wine  probably  suggested  an  intima- 
tion that  He  use  His  more  than  human  power,  and  by  such  means 
supply  the  need.  It  was  not  her  function  to  direct  or  even  to  suggest 
the  exercise  of  the  power  inherent  in  Him  as  the  Son  of  God.  .  . 
'.  .  .  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee  V  He  asked ;  and  added :  \  .  .  mine 
hour  is  not  yet  come.'  Here  we  find  no  disclaimer  of  the  ability  to 
do  what  she  apparently  wanted  Him  to  do,  but  the  plain  implication 
that  He  would  act  only  when  the  time  was  right  for  the  purpose, 
and  that  He,  not  she,  must  decide  when  that  time  had  come.  She 
understood  His  meaning,  in  part  at  least,  and  contented  herself  by 
instructing  the  servants  to  do  whatsoever  He  directed.  Here  again 
is  evidence  of  her  position  of  responsibility  and  domestic  authority 
at  the  social  gathering. 

"The  time  for  His  intervention  soon  arrived.  There  stood  within 
the  place  six  water  pots ;  these  He  directed  the  servants  to  fill  with 
water.  Then,  without  audible  command  or  formula  of  invocation,  as 
best  we  know,  He  caused  to  be  effected  a  transmutation  within  the 

{Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  May  15.  "The  Miracles  in  Galilee";  and  for  Course  14,  lesson  of 
April  3,  "More  Miracles  in  Galilee.") 
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"The  Marriage  in  Cana" 

THE  STORY  (Continued) 

pots;  and  when  the  servants  drew  therefrom,  it  was  wine,  not  water 
that  issued.  At  a  Jewish  social  gathering,  such  as  was  this  wedding 
festival,  someone,  usually  a  relative  of  the  host  or  hostess,  or  some 
other  one  worthy  of  the  honor,  was  made  governor  of  the  feast,  or, 
as  we  say  in  this  day,  chairman  or  master  of  ceremonies.  To  this 
functionary  the  new  wine  was  first  served ;  and  he,  calling  the  bride- 
groom, who  was  the  real  host,  asked  him  why  he  had  reserved  his 
choice  wine  till  the  last,  when  the  usual  custom  was  to  serve  the 
best  at  the  beginning,  and  the  more  ordinary  later.  .  . 

"The  circumstances  incident  to  the  miraculous  act  are  instructive 
to  contemplate.  The  presence  of  Jesus  at  the  marriage,  and  His 
contribution  to  the  successful  conduct  of  the  feast,  set  the  seal  of 
His  approval  upon  the  matrimonial  relationship  and  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  social  entertainment.  .  .  On  the  occasion  of  the  feast  He 
recognized  and  heeded  the  demands  of  the  liberal  hospitality  of  the 
times,  and  provided  accordingly.  .  . 

"The  act  of  transmutation  whereby  water  became  wine  was 
plainly  a  miracle.  .  .  This  was  the  beginning  of  His  miracles,  or  as 
expressed  in  the  revised  version  of  the  New  Testament,  'his  signs.'  "x 
(See  John  2:1-11.) 

THE    PICTURE 

In  this  picture  the  artist  has  portrayed  a  great  festive  scene 
in  which  the  servants  are  seen  looking  to  the  comfort  and  welfare 
of  the  many  assembled  guests.  It  appears  that  these  servants  have 
become  concerned  about  the  supply  of  wine.  Mary  is  seen  with  the 
servants  as  the  matter  is  brought  to  Jesus'  attention. 

As  to  the  place  where  the  marriage  festival  was  celebrated, 
note  the  spaciousness  of  the  buildings  and  the  open  rooms  and  porches 
where  the  guests  are  assembled.  This  would  indicate  that  the  climate 
of  the  Holy  Land  would  be  pleasant  and  enjoyable  at  that  time. 

— Marie  F.  Felt. 


^rom  Talmage,  James  E.,  Jesus  the  Christ,  1928  edition;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  pages  144-147. 


■  ■  y  -•<■.,.. 


A  Blackboard  Story 


.       .    ■  .       '-    .       .'■      .■■   .  /:■■  ■■■;■■-        ".  ;■       ■=■'.-       :    ■■-      .     ■ 


fry  Marie  ffi  Felt 


'■^■LJ, 


■  - ^mmtm&mmm 

$33&m&&--">'-1"    -'.    '■■■ 


IN  the  land  of  Palestine  are  two  seas.  One  is 
called  the  Sea  of  Galilee ;  and  Nazareth,  where 
Jesus  lived  as  a  boy,  is  near  it.  The  other  is  known 
as  the  Dead  Sea.  Near  this  sea  is  found  the  city  of 
Bethlehem  where  Jesus  was  born.  Between  the 
two  seas,  flowing  from  the  Sea  of  Galilee  to  the 
Dead  Sea,  is  the  Jordan  River.    [End  of  Scene  I.] 

One  day  a  man  dressed  in  clothing  made  of 
camel's  hair  and  wearing  a  leathern  girdle  around 
his  waist  ".  .  .  came  into  all  the  country  about 
Jordan,  preaching.  .  ."  (Luke  3:3.)  His  name  was 
John  the  Baptist,  the  same  John  who  had  come  as 
a  baby  to  the  priest,  Zacharias,  and  his  wife,  Elisa- 
beth. John  had  been  sent  by  our  Heavenly  Father 
to  prepare  the  people  to  receive  Jesus  when  He 
should  come.  At  this  time  John  was  telling  the 
people  to  repent  of  the  wrong  they  had  done  and 
to  be  baptized.    [End  of  Scene  II.] 

As  John  was  preaching,  a  wonderful  thing  hap- 
pened. Jesus,  our  Heavenly  Father's  Son,  came 
".  .  .  from  Galilee  to  Jordan  unto  John,  to  be  bap- 
tized of  him." 

John  knew  that  Jesus  had  done  no  wrong,  and 
since  he  had  told  the  people  that  baptism  was  for 
the  remission  or  forgiveness  of  their  sins,  he  could 
not  understand  why  Jesus  should  be  baptized.  But 
Jesus  told  John  that  to  be  baptized  was  a  require- 
ment given  by  our  Heavenly  Father  for  all  those 
who  wished  to  enter  His  kingdom. 

"And  Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  up 
straightway  out  of  the  water:  .  .  ."  This  meant 
that  John  placed  Jesus  under  the  water  and  brought 
him  up  out  of  the  water  again.  (This  practice  is 
called  baptism  by  immersion.)  As  this  happened, 
".  .  .  the  heavens  were  opened  .  .  .  and  he  saw  the 
Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting 
upon  him:  And  lo  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying, 
This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 
(Matthew  3:13,  16,  17.) 

It  was  wonderful  for  Jesus  and  John  to  hear 
the  voice  of  our  Heavenly  Father  and  to  know  that 
they  were  doing  right.  To  hear  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther say  that  He  was  pleased  made  them  very 
happy.    [End  of  Scene  III.] 

But  there  was  one  person  who  was  not  happy. 
It  was  Satan,  who  is  sometimes  called  "the  devil." 
Satan  had  been  cast  out  of  heaven  because  he  was 
rebellious  and  would  not  do  as  our  Heavenly  Father 
wanted  him  to  do.  He  felt  that  if  only  he  could 
cause  Jesus  to  do  something  wrong,  he  would  be 
very  happy.  One  day  something  happened  that 
made  him  think  he  might  be  able  to  make  Jesus  do 
wrong. 


(For  Course  2,  lesson  of  June  12,  "We  Have  the  Right  to  Choose"; 
for  Course  8,  lesson  of  May  29,  "The  First  and  Second  Command- 
ments"; for  Course  10,  lesson  of  March  20,  "Communion  in  the 
Desert";  and  for  Courses  26  and  28,  lessons  of  March  6,  "Free 
Agency." ) 
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After  Jesus  had  been  baptized,  He  went  into  the 
wilderness,  perhaps  west  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  not 
far  from  Bethlehem.  He  wanted  to  prepare  Him- 
self even  better  to  teach  the  people  the  wonderful 
things  that  our  Heavenly  Father  had  sent  Him 
here  to  teach.  In  the  wilderness  He  could  be  alone 
to  fast,  to  pray  and  to  think.  He  would  feel  closer 
to  our  Heavenly  Father  there  and  knew  that  He 
would  receive  blessings  and  inspiration  from  God. 
To  prepare  Himself  for  these  blessings  He  fasted 
for  forty  days  and  forty  nights.  This  is  longer  than 
one  month.  Let  us  mark  forty  days  and  nights  off 
on  the  calendar  and  see  how  many  breakfasts, 
lunches  and  dinners  we  would  have  to  go  without 
if  we  were  to  fast  for  that  many  days  and  nights. 

At  the  end  of  this  time  Jesus  was  hungry,  and 
Satan  knew  it.  Now  was  the  time  Satan  thought 
he  could  get  Jesus  to  do  wrong. 

Satan  said  to  Jesus,  ".  .  .  //  thou  be  the  Son  of 
God,  command  that  these  stones  be  made  bread." 

Besides  being  hungry  and  being  tempted  with 
thoughts  of  bread  to  eat,  Jesus  was  being  tempted 
to  show  Satan  that  He  was  the  Son  of  God  and, 
as  such,  did  have  the  power  to  change  stones  to 
bread.  "If.  thou  be  the  Son  of  God"  was  the  great 
challenge  thrown  to  Him. 

But  Jesus  knew  that  He  was  the  Son  of  God 
and  He  knew  that  Satan  also  knew  this.  He  did 
not  yield  to  the  temptation  to  prove  this  fact.  He 
knew  that  the  great  power  He  had  was  not  intended 
to  satisfy  and  glorify  Himself,  but  it  was  to  be 
used  in  the  service  of  others. 

Very  calmly  and  quietly  Jesus  answered  and 
said,  ".  .  .  Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but 
by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth 
of  God."    [End  of  Scene  IV.] 

Satan,  however,  was  not  discouraged.  He  im- 
mediately thought  of  another  plan  and  tried  again. 
This  time  he  took  Jesus  to  ". . .  the  holy  city  [mean- 
ing Jerusalem],  and  setteth  him  on  a  pinnacle 
[which  is  a  spire  or  a  high  peak]  of  the  temple." 


Again  he  tried  to  make  Jesus  believe  he  doubted 
that  He,  Jesus,  was  the  Son  of  God,  for  again  he 
said :  "If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God.  .  ."  This  time  he 
wanted  Jesus  to  throw  Himself  down  from  the  top 
of  the  temple.  If  He  were  the  Son  of  God,  Satan 
said,  angels  would  come  and  save  Him,  since  it  is 
written  that  ".  .  .  they  shall  bear  thee  up,  lest  at 
any  time  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone."  Satan 
was  not  only  trying  to  tempt  Jesus,  but  he  was  also 
trying  to  put  our  Heavenly  Father  to  a  test;  and 
he  wanted  to  see  if  Jesus  trusted  our  Heavenly 
Father. 

Once  again  Jesus  withstood  temptation,  and 
with  all  the  strength  and  dignity  at  His  command 
He  quoted  scripture  to  Satan  in  reply.  He  said: 
".  .  .  It  is  written  again,  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God."    [End  of  Scene  V.] 

But  Satan  did  not  give  up  easily.  Once  more 
he  tried;  this  time  tempting  Jesus  with  all  the 
power  of  the  world.  Taking  ".  .  .  him  up  into  an 
exceeding  high  mountain  .  .  .  [he]  sheweth  him 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of 
them;"  There  Jesus  could  see  the  wealth  of  the 
cities,  the  vineyards,  the  orchards,  the  flocks  and 
the  herds.  ".  .  .  All  these  things  will  I  give  thee, 
if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  me,"  said  Satan. 

All  of  this  world  belonged  to  Jesus  because  He 
had  helped  to  build  it.  But  Satan  was  offering  Him 
only  part  of  what  was  already  His.  Jesus  was 
neither  interested  in  what  Satan  had  to  offer  nor 
in  Satan  himself. 

"Then  saith  Jesus  unto  him,  Get  thee  hence, 
Satan :  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt  worship  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve." 

Seeing  that  Jesus  could  not  be  tempted,  Satan 
left.  Then  all  heaven  rejoiced  at  Jesus'  strength 
and  courage,  ".  .  .  and,  behold,  angels  came  and 
ministered  unto  him."  (Matthetv  4:3-11.) 

Once  more  Jesus  had  shown  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther how  dearly  He  loved  Him,  and  our  Heavenly 
Father  was  pleased.    [End  of  Scene  VL] 
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Scene  I:  Draw  a  map  of  Palestine 
indicating  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  the  Jordan 
River  and  the  Dead  Sea.  Locate  Naza- 
reth and  Bethlehem. 

Action:  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem 
near  the  Dead  Sea.  Later,  He  grew  up 
in  Nazareth  near  the  Sea  of  Galilee; 
between  these  two  seas  is  the  Jordan 
River. 


Scene  II:  Draw  a  stick  figure  of  John 
preaching  to  the  people  (several  more 
stick  figures)    near  the  Jordan  River. 

Action:  One  day  John  the  Baptist  came 
into  the  country  around  the  Jordan 
River  preaching  to  the  people  about 
baptism. 


Scene  III:  Draw  stick  figures  of  Jesus 
and  John  in  the  water  in  positions  of 
preparation  for  baptism.  Indicate  on 
the  map  where  Jesus'  baptism  took 
place. 

Action:  John  baptized  Jesus  in  the 
River  Jordan;  and,  as  Jesus  came  forth 
out  of  the  water,  the  heavens  were 
opened  and  the  Spirit  of  God  descended 
upon  Him  like  a  dove  and  a  voice  from 
heaven  said,  "This  is  my  beloved  Son, 
in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 


Scene  IV:  With  the  side  of  the  chalk, 
make  several  sweeps  across  the  black- 
board to  indicate  the  bareness  of  the 
wilderness.  Place  some  hills  in  the 
background  with  one  or  two  cave  en- 
trances in  these  hills.  Some  small  trees 
and  bushes  may  be  placed  about  the 
scene,  and  some  boulders  should  be 
drawn  in. 

Action:  After  Jesus  was  baptized  He 
went  into  the  wilderness  to  fast  and 
pray.  When  He  had  fasted  for  40  days 
and  40  nights,  Satan  came  and  tried  to 
tempt  Jesus  by  calling  Him  to  turn  the 
stones  to  bread.  But  Jesus  answered, 
"Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but 
by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of 
the  mouth  of  God." 
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Scene  V:  Draw  some  buildings  to  in- 
dicate the  city  of  Jerusalem.  Among 
these  include  the  temple  with  its  spires 
extending  high  above  the  other  build- 
ings. 

Action:  Then  Satan  took  Jesus  to 
Jerusalem  and  put  Him  on  the  pinnacle 
of  the  temple,  telling  Him  to  throw 
Himself  down,  and  if  He  were  the  Son 
of  God,  He  would  not  be  hurt.  Jesus 
answered,  "Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God," 
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Scene  VI:  Draw  a  very  high  mountain 
and  place  a  stick  figure  of  Jesus  on 
this  mountain. 

Action:  Trying  again  to  tempt  Jesus, 
Satan  took  Him  to  a  very  high  moun- 
tain where  Jesus  could  see  all  the  lands 
and  riches  around  Him.  Then  Satan 
told  Jesus  He  could  have  all  these  things 
He  could  see  if  He  would  bow  down 
and  worship  Satan.  But  Jesus  an- 
swered, "Get  thee  hence,  Satan :  for  it 
is  written,  Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord 
thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve." 
And  all  heaven  rejoiced  at  Jesus' 
strength  and  courage. 
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Superintendents 


THE    PURPOSE    OF    THE 
CONCERT    RECITATION 


Some  have  raised  a  question  as  to  the  propriety 
of  having  boys  and  girls  from  12  to  19  years  of  age 
stand  before  the  Sunday  School  on  fast  day  and 
repeat  in  unison  the  concert  recitation.  It  is  said 
that  this  experience  has  a  tendency  to  embarrass 
some  of  them  and  makes  it  difficult  for  the  teachers 
to  retain  the  interest  and  attention  in  Sunday 
School  classes. 

I  believe  that  when  young  men  and  women 
begin  to  contemplate  the  life  of  a  missionary  and 
the  importance  of  preparation  for  the  work,  their 
faintheartedness  will  vanish. 

What  wonderful  people  these  missionaries  are 
—  unselfish,  sincerely  interested  in  their  fellows, 
humble,  prayerful,  studious,  giving  their  all  to  their 
Father  in  heaven  and  the  promotion  of  His  great 
cause  in  the  world. 

Missionaries  with  whom  I  have  labored  going 
from  house  to  house  have  had  questions  asked  them 
and  they  made  the  best  reply  they  could. 

I  have  seen  the  presiding  elders  of  the  district 
go  to  the  street  corner  with  a  new  missionary,  step 
from  the  curb  down  into  the  street,  begin  singing 
a  song  to  attract  the  crowd  and  introduce  the  young 
man  to  address  his  first  street  meeting. 

Young  elders  come  into  the  mission  field  and 
are  called  to  their  feet  to  address  a  gathering  of 
the  Saints  on  the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  After 
participating  with  them  I  believe  I  know  the  em- 
barrassment and  feeling  of  insecurity  and  timidity 
that  is  experienced  by  those  who  have  answered 
the  call  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

Some  of  these  experiences  might  be  called 
frightening,  as  well  as  perplexing.  What  a  help 
vital  passages  learned  through  the  concert  recita- 
tion would  have  been. 

The  last  words  of  Jesus  recorded  by  Matthew 
are:  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  Teaching  them  to  ob- 
serve all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you :  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world.  Amen."    {Matthew  28:19,  20.) 


COMING    EVENTS 

Apr.  3,  U  and  6,  1960 
Annual  General  Conference 

•    •    • 

Apr.  3,  1960 

Sunday  School 

Semi-annual  Conference 


Apr.  17,  1960 
Easter  Sunday 


May  8,  1960 
Mother's  Day 


This  was  the  message  He  delivered  to  the  eleven 
disciples  on  a  mountain  in  Galilee. 

Obedient  to  this  command  as  it  has  come  to  the 
Church  through  modern  revelation,  we  are  sending 
from  among  our  Sunday  School  students  thousands 
of  missionaries  each  year  to  bring  to  the  honest  in 
heart  a  knowledge  of  the  truth.  "And  ye  shall 
know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free." 
(John  8:32.)  "And  truth  is  knowledge  of  things 
as  they  are,  and  as  they  were,  and  as  they  are  to 
come;  .  .  .  The  Spirit  of  truth  is  of  God.  .  ."  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  93:24,  26.)  They  who  have 
the  truth  have  a  solemn  duty  to  share  it  with  others. 
Our  missionaries  sincerely  feel  this  obligation.  They 
are  sensitive  to  the  proprieties  involved  in  visiting 
the  homes  of  the  people. 

How  important  it  is  for  a  missionary  to  be  able 
to  lead  an  investigator  into  a  knowledge  of  the  com- 
position of  the  Godhead,  with  its  three  distinct 
personages,  through  clearly  defined  quotations 
from  the  Bible.  After  a  knowledge  of  man's  rela- 
tionship to  Deity,  his  origin,  his  purpose  in  earth 
life  and  his  ultimate  destiny,  the  missionary  must 
then  present  to  his  investigator  a  lesson  on  the 
apostasy.  Through  scriptural  passages  which  the 
investigator  understands,  the  missionary  must  com- 
pare the  true  Church  of  Christ  established  by  the 
Saviour  with  the  ordinances  as  administered  by 
those  with  whom  the  investigator  is  most  familiar. 
This  leads  the  missionary  to  the  opportunity  of 
presenting  the  glorious  restoration  of  the  Gospel 
through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and  the  prophe- 
cies of  John  the  Revelator  and  others  which  indi- 
cated that  the  Gospel  restoration  would  come  in 
the  latter  days. 

One  of  our  leaders  has  said :  "I  think  generally 
our  missionaries  equip  themselves  well  before  au- 
diences, but  in  this  family  teaching  what  they  need 
most  is,  first,  a  knowledge  of  the  principles;  and 
second,  a  testimony  as  to  their  divine  origin." 

Superintendents  and  teachers  can  help  materi- 
ally in  preparing  missionaries  for  the  mission  field. 
There  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  150  passages  of 
scriptures  which  every  missionary  must  master  in 
order  to  effectively  present  the  standard  missionary 
plan  of  teaching  in  a  cottage  meeting  to  investiga- 
tors. If  they  can  take  the  memory  of  these  scrip- 
tures into  the  mission  field  with  them,  much  mis- 
sionary time  and  effort  will  be  saved  because  of 
their  acquiring  in  advance  this  prerequisite  knowl- 
edge. 

Considerable  time  and  effort  are  devoted  to  the 
missionary  work  of  the  Church.  The  Sunday  School 
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has  a  responsibility  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of 
missionaries.  Is  it  not  better  that  we  should  learn 
to  overcome  our  awkwardness  and  nervous  feeling 
while  at  home  before  our  friends  and  families  and 
thus  become  strong  and  courageous  in  the  proclaim- 
ing of  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  when  called  to 
do  so?  This  attitude  will  be  readily  accepted,  I 
believe,  if  officers  and  teachers  make  clear  the  need 
for  learning  the  scriptures. 

Whether  we  know  it  or  not,  every  officer  and 


teacher  furnishes  a  background  for  the  mission- 
ary work.  If  we  live  and  serve  so  that  the  mis- 
sionary can  point  with  pride  to  the  application  of 
the  Gospel  principles  in  our  society,  we  shall  be 
of  infinite  help  in  the  process  of  conversion.  I 
pray  that  we  may  all  be  entitled,  because  of  our 
courageous  living  of  honorable  and  righteous  lives, 
to  be  counted  members  of  the  incomparable  mis- 
sionary force  of  the  Church  of  our  Saviour. 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Memorized  Recitations 


Course  No.  8 
for  May  1,  1960 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Course  No.  8  during  March  and 
April,  and  recited  in  the  worship 
service  May  1,  (taken  from 
Course  No.  8,  Old  Testament 
Stories)  : 

"Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name 


of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain ;  for 
the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guilt- 
less that  taketh  his  name  in  vain." 
(Exodus  20:7.) 

Course  No.  14 

for  May  1,  1960 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Course  No.  14  during  March  and 
April,  and  recited  in  the  worship 


service    May     1,     (taken    from 
Course  No.  14,  The  Message  of  the 

Master)  : 

"And  I  give  unto  you  a  com- 
mandment, that  ye  shall  forsake 
all  evil  and  cleave  unto  all  good, 
that  ye  shall  live  by  every  word 
which  proceedeth  forth  out  of  the 
mouth  of  God."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  98:11.) 


Answers  to  Your  Questions 


Are  Military  Marches  Used  in  Dismissals? 

Q.  It  has  been  suggested  that  if  ive  will  use  mili- 
tary marches  we  can  speed  up  the  ivithdrawal  of 
the  Sunday  School  members  from  the  chapel  to  the 
classroom.   What  is  your  recommendation? 

A.  We  do  not  favor  military  marches.  It  is 
recognized  that,  particularly  with  double  session, 
time  is  a  very  important  factor  in  moving  the  mem- 
bers from  the  chapel  to  the  classroom  and  from  the 
classroom  to  the  chapel.  Quiet  habits,  however, 
should  be  created.  It  is  recommended  that  the 
music  be  reverential.  This  does  not  mean,  however, 
that  4/4  time  is  not  permitted.  Appropriately 
chosen  4/4  music  may  be  helpful.  (See  Sunday 
School  Handbook,  March,  1959,  edition;  page  33.) 
— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 

Have  Your  Instructors  Bound 


You  can  have  your  Instructors  bound  in  a  sturdy, 
blue  cloth  binding  with  gold  letter  engraving  by  send- 
ing your  copies  to  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union, 
50  North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  16,  Utah. 
Binding  costs  are  as  follows: 
$3.50  per  volume — providing  all  issues  are  sent  to 

us  by  you. 
$6.00  per  volume— when  a  year's  Instructors  are 

supplied  by  the  Instructor  office. 

35  cents,  per  issue — when  the  Instructor  office  is 

requested  to   supply   certain  missing  issues. 

Included  in  each  bound  copy  will  be  a  convenient 

subject,  author/ title  and  illustration  index  for  ready 

reference. 


"Our  Prophets  and  Principles"  To  Be  Republished 

Our  supply  of  the  book,  Our  Prophets  and  Prin- 
ciples, has  been  sold.  But  since  there  is  such  a  great 
demand  for  it  by  the  Gospel  Doctrine  and  the  Gospel 
Essentials  teachers,  it  is  now  being  republished.  The 
"Articles  of  Faith"  series  found  in  this  book  was  pub- 
lished in  The  Instructor  beginning  with  the  January, 

1955,  issue,  and   continuing  each  month  until   April, 

1956,  at  which  time  the  series  was  collected  and  print- 
ed in  book  form.  Those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to 
have  these  precious  1955-56  issues  of  The  Instructor 
can  find  the  material  referred  to  therein. 

The  new  edition  of  Our  Prophets  and  Principles 
should  be  available  by  Mar.  15,  1960,  at  the  Deseret 
Book  Company,  44  East  South  Temple,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  for  $1.50  per  paper-covered  copy  or  $2.00  for  the 
hard-bound  volumes. 

— General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill. 


The  name  of  your  choice  will  be  engraved  in  one 
line  on  the  cover  of  your  bound  volume. 

With  your  order  please  include  the  following: 

1.  To  whom  the  volume  is  to  be  returned. 

2.  The  exact  name  you  wish  engraved. 

3.  Mention  of  any  issues  you  request  be  supplied 
by  the  Instructor  office  for  the  bound  volume. 

4.  Your  remittance  for  binding  costs  and /or  In- 
structors and  additional  copies  of  the  index,  if 
desired. 

Indexes  sell  separately  for  50  cents  a  copy. 

Instructor  looseleaf  binders  are  available  at  Des- 
eret Book  Company,  44  East  South  Temple,  Salt  Lake 
City  11,  Utah,  for  $1.75.  —Nettie  E.  Taylor. 
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WERE  HAPPY  WHEN 

we're  HELPING 


WORKING  together  in  the  home  with  Mother  and  Father  should 
make  us  happy.  When  we  are  happy,  we  know  we  are  making 
Mother  and  Father  proud  of  us  as  we  do  the  things  they  want  us 
to  do;  and  we  know  that  we  are  learning  to  be  good  workers. 

There  are  many  ways  that  we  can  help  at  home.  It  is  important 
for  us  always  to  do  cheerfully  those  things  our  parents  ask  of  us. 
We  have  special  jobs,  too,  that  must  be  done  regularly,  without 
Mother  and  Father  having  to  remind  us  about  them  each  time. 

Also,  we  show  our  parents  how  thankful  we  are  for  them  —  for 
their  kindness  and  their  love  —  when  we  help  them  in  the  home. 
Father  works  hard  all  day  at  his  job  to  make  sure  we  have  a  com- 
fortable home  and  enough  food  and  clothing  to  keep  us  strong,  healthy 
and  happy.  So,  when  he  comes  home,  we  can  thank  him  by  helping 
Mother  prepare  supper  for  him.  We  can  also  help  him  with  jobs  like 
washing  his  car  and  keeping  the  lawn  mowed  and  watered. 

It  is  especially  important  for  us  to  show  Mother  and  Father  how 
much  we  love  them  by  being  good  —  by  being  kind  to  our  brothers 
and  sisters,  by  obeying  our  parents  and  by  saying  "thank  you"  and 
"please"  at  all  times. 

After  we  have  worked  together,  then  is  the  time  to  play  together. 
We  can  have  fun  whether  we  are  working  or  playing  if  we  cooperate 
and  sing  as  we  go.  We  love  our  parents  so  much  that  we  always  want 
to  help  them,  and  we  want  to  make  every  day  a  special  Mothe's  Day 
and  Father's  Day  for  them.  — Nettie  E.  Taylor  and  Kaye  Webb. 


(For  Course   1,   lesson  of   May   1,    "We  Help  Father   and   Mother  within   the   Home,"   and 
lesson  of  July  31,  "We  Can  Do  Many  Things  at  Home";   also,  for  parents.) 


Linda  dusts;  Pammy  vacuums. 
They    lighten   Mother's    work. 


Even  washing  dishes  is  fun  for  the  Webb  family  tvhen  everybody  helps.    Nicky 
and  Pammy  bring  dirty  dishes  from  table  for  Kaye  to  wash  and  Mother  to  dry. 


We  Can  Help  Mother: 

sweep  the  floor 

dry  the  dishes 

set  the  table 

care  for  our  baby  brother  or 
sister 

carry  groceries  into  the  house 
and  put  them  away 

fold  clothes  from  the  clothes- 
line 

hang  up  all  our  clothes  when 
we  take  them  off 

put  our  toys  away 

dust  the  furniture 

make  the  beds 

We  Can  Help   Father: 

mow  the  lawn 
water  the  lawn 
clean  the  yard 
wash  the  car 
empty  the  garbage  " 
feed  the  pets 
clean  the  garage 
repair  the  fence 
rake  the  leaves 
sweep  the  sidewalks 
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Nicky  washes  places  on  the  car  that  he  can  reach,  while  Bruce  does 
the  higher  parts.    Together  the  boys  make  the  car  shine  for  Father. 


Top: 

Pammy  climbs  into  bed  without  a  fuss, 
so  Father  reads  her  a  bedtime  story. 
Bottom  : 

In  the  warnings  Pammy  and  Linda  team 
up  and  make  all  the  beds  for  Mother. 


# 


Above : 

On  Saturday  Nicky  has  a  special 

job  of  shining  shoes  for  Sunday. 

Below  : 

Pammy  and  Nicky  know  they  help 

Mother  by  putting  their  toys  away. 


The  children  hang  up  their  own  coats 
as  soon  as  they  come  into  the  house. 


Working  together,  Father  and  Nicky 
get  things  ready  to  water  the  lawn. 
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WORSHIP  THE  LORD 
WITH   PRELUDE  AND 


The  Devotional  Prelude  Is  a  Call  to  Worship 


The  devotional  prelude  is  a  call  to  worship.  Five 
minutes  of  quiet  reverential  organ  music  is  intend- 
ed to  be  a  signal  for  both  the  congregation  and  the 
presiding  officers  to  find  their  places  and  to  remain 
there  for  a  moment  of  quiet  devotion. 

To  bring  about  this  desired  result,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  officers  be  exemplary  in  their  actions 
and  that  the  devotional  music  be  worthy  of  some 
attention. 

The  general  board  of  the  Sunday  School  has 
often  recommended  that  we  take  our  seats  and 
remain  there  in  reverent  attitude  during  the  de- 
votional prelude.  Conversation  or  other  sign  of 
business  is  out  of  order.  Officers  and  teachers  are 
especially  invited  to  set  an  example.  When  the  Sun- 
day School  begins  in  a  reverent  attitude,  this  influ- 


ence will  carry  over  into  the  classrooms.  The  quality 
of  classwork  is  surely  influenced  by  the  quality  of 
devotion  during  the  opening  service  in  the  Sunday 
School.  And  the  quality  of  the  entire  Sunday  School 
is  influenced  by  the  quality  of  deportment  which 
exists  before  Sunday  School  begins. 

As  a  people,  we  are  at  liberty  by  custom  and 
commandment  to  be  of  good  cheer.  But  loud  laugh- 
ter and  boisterousness  are  not  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  worship. 

And  that  thou  mayest  more  fully  keep  thyself  un- 
spotted from  the  world,  thou  shalt  go  to  the  house  of 
prayer  and  offer  up  thy  sacraments  upon  my  holy  day; 

For  verily  this  is  a  day  appointed  unto  you  to  rest 
from  your  labors,  and  to  pay  thy  devotions  unto  the 
Most  High;    (Doctrine  and  Covenants  59:9,  10.) 


Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  May 


"Sing  Praise  to  Him" ;  author,  Johann  J. 
Schutz;  melody,  from  the  Bohemian  Brethren's 
Songbook;  Hymns  —  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  No.  158. 

This  hymn  will  likely  be  new  to  most  of  our 
people  because  it  has  never  before  been  recommend- 
ed as  the  hymn  of  the  month.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
hymns,  both  as  to  words  and  music,  to  be  included 
in  the  current  edition  of  our  hymnbook. 

Here  we  have  much  beautiful  poetic  expression ; 
for  example :  "the  Lord  of  all  creation,"  "the  fount 
of  love,"  "by  morning  glow  or  evening  shade,"  "He 
leads  his  own,  his  chosen  band,"  "be  joyful  in  the 
'Lord,  my  heart."  These  expressions  are  worthy  of 
good  attention  so  that  they  may  adorn  our  souls 
and  our  thoughts,  first  as  we  sing  thei  n,  and  then 
throughout  our  lives. 

"Sing  Praise  to  Him"  is  an  old  hymn,,  the  author 
having  lived  from  1640  to  1690  in  Frankfurt,  Ger- 
many. His  words  were  translated  into  J  English  by 
Frances  Elizabeth  Cox  in  the  nineteen  hundreds. 


To  the  Chorister: 

The  melody  is  superb  for  purposes  of  exultant 
praise.  In  addition,  it  moves  enough  to  win  popular 
enjoyment.  It  is  both  noble  and  lovable.  Let  us 
present  it  before  our  people  with  our  strong  recom- 
mendation. It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  all  choristers 
and  organists  will  recognize  its  extraordinary  beau- 
ty without  a  separate  recommendation  from  this 
page. 

Technically  speaking,  we  should  first  have  a 
clear  idea  as  to  a  comfortable  tempo  for  this  hymn, 
then  lead  it  with  strong  and  large  beats.  We  must 
give  people  a  comfortable  opportunity  to  begin  on 
the  upbeat  at  the  beginning  of  each  phrase. 

To  the  Organist: 

Organists  may  need  to  practice  playing  this 
hymn  and  thus  give  it  a  special  polish.  It  is  not 
easy  to  play.  It  should  be  practiced  both  before, 
during  and  after  preparation  meeting  so  it  will  be 
ready  for  presentation  before  the  Lord's  worship- 
ers. It  should  be  played  loud  and  with  good  regular 
rhythm  —  no  faltering. 

— Alexander  Schreiner. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  May 


"Mother's  Day" ;  author,  Steph- 
en Fay;  composer,  von  Flotow; 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  132. 

"Mother's  Day,"  the  song  for 
the  month  of  May  is  very  easy  to 
learn.  The  melody  is  simple  and 
will  not  be  difficult  to  remember ; 
and  the  words  are  meaningful  to 
children  so  that  learning  them 
should  be  a  joyful,  satisfying  ex- 
perience. 

This  song,  however,  is  the  kind 
which  each  participant  will  inter- 
pret according  to  his  own  exper- 
iences unless  new  ideas  are 
effectively  presented. 

In  connection  with  Mother's 
Day,  we  seldom  hear  about  the 
wonderful  love  which  must  have 
existed  between  Christ  and  His 
mother.  Visual  aids  would  help 
to  portray  the  closeness  and  af- 
fection between  them. 

The  month  following  Easter 
would  be  an  advantageous  time 
to  teach  of  His  eternal  love  for 
His  mother  and  hers  for  Him,  and 
of  her  love  and  anxiety  for  Him 
during  the  last  moments  of  His 
mortal  life,  as  implied  in  John 
19:25-37. 

Perhaps  the  author  had  these 
messages  in  mind  when  he  wrote, 
"Mother's  Day."  With  adult  ex- 
periences as  our  background,  we 
read  the  meaning  into  the  text; 
however,  Junior  Sunday  School 
children  will  need  some  explana- 
tions in  order  for  the  message  to 
have  real  meaning  in  their  lives. 

Since  Easter  is  April  17,  there 
will  be  one  Sunday  in  April  and 
one  Sunday  in  May  to  learn  this 
song  and  to  review  other  songs 
for    Mother's   Day.     This    leaves 


two  Sundays  in  May  for  us  to 
teach  added  Gospel  concepts 
through  this  lovely  mother's 
song. 

The  melody  of  this  song  is 
lilting  and  within  the  range  of 
children's  voices.  The  words  and 
music  fit  well  together,  and  the 
message  is  comprehensible  to 
young  children. 

To  the  Chorister: 

In  teaching  the  song,  use  the 
rote  method.  It  would  also  be 
well  to  use  the  interval  beat  pat- 
tern the  first   time   or   two   the 


song  is  sung;  this  will  help  chil- 
dren form  a  picture  of  the  melody. 
It  is  an  easy  song  to  learn  and 
should  be  a  joy  to  sing,  not  only 
on  Mother's  Day,  but  to  enrich 
lessons  on  love,  unselfishness, 
sharing,  kindness  and  many  other 
worthwhile  concepts. 

To  the  Organist: 

Keep  the  accompaniment 
smooth.  The  fingering  for  the  left 
hand  in  measures  two  and  three 
may  need  some  attention  to  keep 
an  even  flow. 

— Mary  W.  Jensen. 


May  Sacrament  Gems 


For  Senior  Sunday  School 


For  Junior  Sunday  School 


"Yea,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  if  "And  if  ye  do  always  remember 
ye  will  come  unto  me  ye  shall  have  me  ye  shall  have  my  Spirit  to  be 
eternal  life."1  with  you."2 


!3  Nephi  9:14. 


23  Nephi  18:7. 


Organ   Music  to  Accompany  May   Sacrament  Gems 


LENTO 


Alexander  Schreiner 
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The  Lord  gave  us  the  Word  of  Wisdom  as  a  guide  for  our 
physical  well-being  and  promised  us  health,  wisdom  and 
great   treasures  of  knowledge  if  we  adhere   to  His  word. 


We  know  that  only  through  following  this  counsel  can  we 
remain  free  from  such  enslaving  substances  as  alcohol, 
which  now   holds   some   five   million   persons   in   bondage. 


Adherence  to  the  Word  of  Wisdom   brings  .  . 


WISDOM  and  GREAT  TREASURES 

by  Earl  J.  Glade 


To  the  Teacher:  The  following  outline  is  suggested 
as  the  uniform  lesson  for  the  Senior  Sunday  School 
on  stake  conference  Sunday  during  the  second  quarter 
of  1960.  It  is  assumed  that  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
classes  will  use  their  regular  lessons  on  that  Sunday. 
The  ward  superintendents  should  have  determined  in 
advance  the  number  of  Sunday  School  classes  that 
will  be  held  on  stake  conference  Sunday  to  enable  the 
teacher  to  plan  in  advance  for  a  particular  age  group. 
It  is  not  intended  that  any  teacher  will  follow  this 
outline  in  detail;  it  should  be  adapted  to  the  particu- 
lar situation. 

Objective:  To  develop  within  Latter-day  Saint  youth 
an  understanding  that  they  cannot  safely  temporize 
ivith  the  Word  of  Wisdom  —  that  is,  with  the  Word 
of  the  Lord. 

Behold,  verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  you: 
In  consequence  of  evils  and  designs  which  do  and  will 
exist  in  the  hearts  of  conspiring  men  in  the  last  days, 
I  have  warned  you,  and  forewarn  you,  by  giving  unto 
you  this  word  of  wisdom  by  revelation— 

And  all  saints  who  remember  to  keep  and  do  these 
sayings,  walking  in  obedience  to  the  commandments, 
shall  receive  health  in  their  navel  and  marrow  to 
their  bones; 

And  shall  find  wisdom  and  great  treasures  of 
knowledge,  even  hidden  treasures; 

And  shall  run  and  not  be  weary,  and  shall  walk 
and  not  faint. — Doctrine  and  Covenants  89:4,  18-20. 

(Of  interest  to  all  Gospel  teachers.) 


ONE  cannot  safely  temporize  with  slave  seekers 
who  flaunt  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  The  moving 
truth  that  "The  price  of  liberty  is  eternal  vigilance" 
(John  Stuart  Mill)  was  never  more  evident  than 
in  these  beginning  days  of  the  1960s.  Far  more 
widespread  than  young  people  realize,  insidious 
enemies  are  openly  at  work  to  enslave  them.  To 
this  end,  these  enemies  use  billions  of  dollars  for 
their  campaign  funds.  This  money  is  being  expend- 
ed in  amounts  that  almost  defy  belief. 

On  November  10,  1959,  there  appeared  in  the 
Salt  Lake  City  press  the  most  formidable  single  ad- 
vertisement for  a  cigaret  in  that  city's  history.  It 
was  what  is  called  in  advertising  "a  double  truck," 
or  two  pages  appearing  as  a  single  page.  This  ad- 
vertisement, no  doubt,  has  also  been  reproduced  in 
other  newspapers  throughout  the  United  States. 

Other  advertising  media  such  as  television,  radio 
and  national  magazines  are  carrying  heavy  loads  of 
cigaret  advertising  appeals.  Some  of  the  most  skill- 
ful publicity  experts  in  the  world  are  retained  to 
prepare  these  alluring  presentations.  No  expense  is 
spared  in  talent,  copy  and  production. 

The  attractive  blandishments  of  these  advertise- 
ments are  pointed  at  young  men  and  young  women. 
Economic  experts  predict  that  when  the  figures  for 
1959  are  available,  they  will  shatter  all  records  for 
cigaret  consumption,  even  in  the  face  of  documented 
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proof  of  the  connection  between  cigaret  smoking 
and  lung  cancer. 

It  is  startling  to  observe  how  the  enslavement 
to  their  habit  blinds  smokers  to  consideration  for 
other  people.  It  is  common  practice  for  a  smoker 
to  blow  cigaret  smoke  into  a  neighbor's  face  at  a 
luncheon  counter  with  no  compunctions  of  con- 
science whatever. 

The  urge  for  nicotine  is  so  compulsive  to  some 
cigaret  smokers  that  they  cannot  wait  for  coffee 
breaks.  Twenty  minutes  is  their  time  limit  be- 
tween smokes.  They  meet  that  compelling  issue 
by  becoming  chain  smokers. 

The  smoking  habit  apparently  dulls  the  sense 
of  smell,  for  few  smokers  realize  that  an  un- 
pleasant, used-tobacco  smell  clings  to  them. 

With  vigorous  effort  and  discipline,  this  cigar- 
et enslavement  can  be  overcome.  President 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  and  others  eminent  in  pub- 
lic and  business  affairs  have  proved  that  this 
habit  can  be  conquered. 

The  5,000,000  alcoholics  in  America  represent 
a  type  of  salvery  that  cannot  be  considered  lightly. 
Millions  of  these  sufferers  will  be  enslaved  until 
they  die.  When  one  remembers  that  nearly  all  of 
these  alcoholics  are  adults  and,  too  often,  parents, 
one  can  appreciate  how  many  families  are  suffer- 
ing from  this  tragedy. 

According  to  a  United  Press  dispatch,  on  Octo- 
ber 27,  1959,  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  a  promi- 
nent religious  leader  told  the  members  of  the 
National  Licensed  Liquor  Beverage  Association: 
"Drinking  is  part  of  our  way  of  life.  Because 
drinking  creates  a  problem  for  a  relatively  few, 
we  would  not  want  to  deprive  the  vast  majority 
of  our  adults." 

At  the  same  convention,  another  leader  said 
that  the  shorter  work  week  with  the  increase  in 
leisure  time  will  enlarge  the  liquor  market  during 
the  coming  decade. 


It  is  difficult  to  combat  such  counsel  and  fore- 
cast, especially  when  there  are  endless  advertising 
campaign  funds  to  back  up  the  counsel  and  vindi- 
cate the  forecast. 

Dr.  C.  Anthony  D'Alonzo,  assistant  medical 
director  of  du  Pont  Company,  states  that  drinking 
proceeds  in  the  following  steps: 

Stage  1,  social  drinking ;  Stage  2,  excuse  drink- 
ing ;  Stage  3,  the  turning  point  —  here  the  dose  and 
the  frequency  must  be  increased.  The  victim  be- 
comes a  lying,  cheating  and  deceitful  personality. 
His  will  is  now  weakened.  Stage  4,  alcohol  wins 
over  will ;  Stage  5,  cover-up  stage ;  Stage  6,  worry 
stage.  He  now  realizes  that  he  is  a  slave  to  liquor ; 
his  anxieties  and  fears  increase.  He  vainly  tries 
sedatives,  tranquilizers  and  vitamin  pills,  but  their 
limited  usefulness  just  annoys  him;  Stage  7,  phase 
of  despair.  His  despair  is  deep.  He  may  be  picked 
up  off  the  street,  arrested  and  jailed;  Stage  8, 
rock-bottom  phase.  Too  often  he  keeps  on  drinking 
to  invalidism  and  death.  It  is  difficult  beyond 
words  to  help  him.1 

It  is  sad  to  have  to  admit  that  in  addition  to 
millions  of  social  drinkers  and  added  millions  of 
excuse  drinkers,  there  are  now  five  million  Amer- 
icans who  are  enslaved  in  the  last  four  stages  of 
alcoholism,  only  a  small  number  of  whom  can  ever 
be  cured. 

Latter-day  Saint  young  men  and  young  women 
should  know  that  they  cannot  temporize  with  these 
enslaving  practices.  The  counsel  of  the  great  Word 
of  Wisdom  is  to  keep  scrupulously  away  from  them 
and  to  shun  them  as  a  plague !  Keep  the  fine  freedom 
and  liberty  the  Church  helps  its  members  to  enjoy! 
Or,  as  modern  revelation  so  eloquently  expresses  it : 
"Abide  ye  in  the  liberty  wherewith  ye  are  made 
free.  .  ."    (Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:86.) 


1See  D'Alonzo,  Dr.  C.  Anthony,  "Drinking  Problem  and  Its  Con- 
trol," U.  S.  News  and  World  Report,  Vol.  47;  Aug.  24,  1959;  pages 
72-76. 
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Wliy  Come  to  Sunday  School? 


From    the  General    Superintendent 

SANDRA  HIGGINS,  a  16-year-old  member  of 
the  Flint  Ward,  Detroit  Stake  in  Michigan, 
tells  in  a  short  talk  published  in  the  opposite  col- 
umn the  reasons  why  she  attends  Sunday  School. 

These  reasons  call  to  mind  what  was  in  the 
heart  and  mind  of  that  great  Pioneer,  Richard 
Ballantyne,  who,  on  December  9,  1849,  conducted 
in  his  home  the  first  Sunday  School  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Valley.  This  was,  in  fact,  the  first  Sunday  School 
west  of  the  Missouri  River.  When  asked  why  he 
had  labored  so  hard  to  get  his  home  ready  for  that 
Sunday  School,  Richard  Ballantyne  said:  "I  felt 
that  the  Gospel  was  too  precious  to  myself  to  be 
withheld  from  the  children.  They  ought  to  have 
the  privilege  of  Gospel  teaching,  and  that  was  the 
main  purpose  —  to  teach  them  the  Gospel.  .  .m 

Those  very  reasons  also  inspired  George  Q.  Can- 
non to  publish  the  Juvenile  Instructor,  which  had 
its  beginning  January  1,  1866,  as  a  means  of  teach- 
ing the  Gospel  to  the  children  of  the  Church.  He 
was  the  first  General  Superintendent  of  the  Deseret 
Sunday  School  Union  and  served  from  its  organi- 
zation in  1872  until  his  death  on  April  12,  1901. 
The  Juvenile  Instructor  (since  1930,  The  Instruc- 
tor) was  immediately  made  the  official  organ  of 
the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  and  was  and  al- 
ways has  been  its  greatest  visual  aid. 

The  First  Presidency  of  the  Church  is  very 
mindful  of  the  desirability  and  necessity  of  teaching 
the  Gospel  to  the  membership  of  the  Church.  So 
the  Sunday  School  has  been  given  that  assignment 
as  well  as  the  most  favored  time  in  which  to  teach 
it  effectively. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  religion  cannot  be 
taught  in  the  public  schools,  and  yet  that  spiritu- 
ality and  faith  in  God  and  His  purposes  are  so 
necessary  to  the  establishment  of  His  kingdom  on 
the  earth,  the  Sunday  School  has  been  chosen  as 
the  great  agency  for  such  teaching.  From  the 
tiniest  tot  in  the  nursery  class  to  the  oldest  veteran, 
the  graded  Sunday  School  courses  of  study  aim 
to  teach  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  in  its  fullness. 
So  vividly  and  effectively  should  this  teaching  be 
done,  that  all  Sunday  School  members  will  be  moti- 
vated to  live  by  those  precious  principles,  and  that 
every  member  will  be  able  to  stand  firm  under  the 
pressures  of  life. 

Sandra  Higgins  attests  the  effectiveness  of  such 
Sunday  School  teaching, 

— General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill, 


(For  Course  2,  lesson  of  April  24,  "We  Worship  at  Sunday 
School";  and  of  general  interest.) 

^Sonne,  Conway  B.,  Knight  of  the  Kingdom,  1949;  Deseret  Book 
Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  53. 


From    a    Student 

ONE  reason  why  I  come  to  Sunday  School  is 
because  I  know  that  in  so  doing  I  can  build 
my  character.  Our  character  is  the  result  of  two 
things :  our  mental  attitude  and  the  way  we  spend 
our  time.  Thinking  more  of  the  Gospel,  preparing 
and  giving  talks  and  spending  more  of  our  time 
within  the  Church  is  the  best  possible  way  to  im- 
prove our  character. 

Four  of  man's  basic  needs  are :  the  need  to  be- 
long, to  feel  accepted  and  to  be  loved  by  other 
human  beings ;  the  need  to  have  new  experiences 
and  to  express  ourselves  freely  and  creatively ;  the 
need  to  receive  recognition  and  to  feel  our  own 
worth ;  and  the  need  to  have  other  people  respond 
to  us  in  thought,  feeling  and  imagination.  The 
Church  fulfills  each  of  these  needs. 

Just  as  man  cannot  live  without  food  for  his 
physical  body,  neither  can  he  live  without  spiritual 
food.  This  spiritual  food  is  the  Gospel's  message. 
We  are  told  that  ".  .  .  man  doth  not  live  by  bread 
only,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  doth  man  live."  {Deuteronomy 
8:3.)  This  is  another  of  my  reasons  for  attending 
Sunday  School.  Our  Gospel  is  beautiful  in  its  sim- 
plicity. To  learn  about  the  prophets  and  leaders 
who  stood  against  many  trials  and  temptations  for 
the  Gospel's  sake,  and  to  hear  about  the  many 
things  the  people  who  believe  this  Gospel,  such  as 
the  Pioneers,  have  gone  through,  indeed  puts  into 
my  heart  the  will  and  desire  to  live  as  our  Church 
teaches. 

Through  attending  Sunday  School,  I  increase 
my  testimony  of  the  Gospel.  My  teacher  is  largely 
responsible  for  this.  It  is  evident  that  behind  his 
lessons  lie  painstaking  and  prayerful  preparation — 
the  inner  works  of  his  love  for  this  task. 

We  have  been  commanded  to  "Keep  the  sab- 
bath day  to  sanctify  it.  .  ."  and  to  ".  .  .  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all 
thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  might."  {Deuteronomy 
5 :12 ;  6:5.)  One  of  the  best  ways  to  show  our'  love 
for  God  and  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy  is  by 
attending  Sunday  School  and  participating  in  the 
activities  that  the  Sunday  School  has  prepared  for 
us. 

One  of  the  most  important  reasons  why  I  come 
to  Sunday  School  concerns  the  problems  that  face 
me  and  others  of  my  age  in  this  world  today.  In 
our  high  school,  more  and  more  of  the  students 
are  beginning  to  smoke  and  drink.  Unless  I  want 
to  be  like  them,  I  must  avoid  temptation  and  choose 
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as  my  friends  people  with  higher  ideals.  Sunday 
School  helps  remove  the  temptation  for  me  because 
I  have  no  desire  whatever  to  do  these  things.    - 

One  day  a  girl  from  school  called  and  invited 
me  to  come  to  her  all-girl  party  that  night.  Nearly 
20  girls  came  to  the  party.  After  returning  home, 
I  realized  that  of  those  20  girls,  I  was  and  had  been 
the  only  one  present  who  was  not  and  had  not  been 
smoking  nor  drinking  nor  swearing  all  through  the 
party.  The  girls  had  treated  me  as  though  I  were 
the  one  in  the  wrong.  They  seemed  to  feel  that 
what  they  were  doing  was  the  way  to  become  well 
known.  As  for  myself,  I  would  much  rather  be 
known  by  my  talents  than  by  smoking  or  drinking 
or  swearing. 

All  through  life  in  everything  we  do,  we  will 
find  similar  examples  of  temptation ;  and  we  should 
start  right  now  to  strengthen  our  testimonies  and 
faith  that  we  might  resist  these  situations  as  they 
come  along.  It  is  sometimes  easier  for  us  as  Latter- 
day  Saints  to  choose  our  friends  in  the  Church 
than  to  associate  with  those  outside.  But  this  is 
not  always  possible.  In  our  friendships  at  school 
or  elsewhere  outside  of  Church,  we  must  indeed 
seek  friends  who  share  our  ideals.  I  feel  that  I 
have  been  blessed  very  much  because  I  have  found 
that  most  of  my  friends  are  among  the  best  that 
can  be  found  anywhere  and  that  they  have  the 
same  principles  that  I  have. 

Another  example  of  difference  in  ideals  is  found 
in  the  types  of  parties  that  are  given.  Many  parties 
given  by  young  people  consist  of  nothing  more 
than  drinking  and  smoking.  Very  often  those  who 


go  leave  drunk.  Those  who  participate  in  such 
parties  are  not  always  those  known  to  have  low 
standards.  They  are  sometimes  leaders  in  high 
school  who  are  known  as  nice  and  are  respected. 
At  the  Last  Supper,  Christ  broke  the  bread  and 
said: 

.  .  .  Take,  eat :  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken 
for  you:    this  do  in.  remembrance  of  me. 

After  the  same  manner  also  he  took  the  cup,  .  .  . 
saying,  This  cup  is  the  new  testament  in  my  blood: 
this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance 
of  me.    (/  Corinthians  11:24,  25.) 

By  remembering  Christ's  life  and  His  teachings 
and  conducting  my  life  and  living  in  remembrance 
of  Him,  I  can  show  my  gratefulness  for  the  oppor- 
tunity I  have  of  attending  Sunday  School  and  for 
the  privilege  I  have  of  partaking  of  the  sacrament. 

In  my  Sunday  School  class  we  have  lessons 
which  pertain  to  the  codes  of  conduct  we  should 
establish.  Now  is  when  I  should  start  thinking  of 
temple  marriage  and  the  future.  By  participating 
in  discussions  we  have  on  these  codes,  my  faith  is 
strengthened  and  my  testimony  increased  through 
hearing  the  experiences  of  others  my  own  age. 

The  most  important  reason  why  I  come  to  Sun- 
day School  is  because  I  want  to.  Whenever  I  miss 
a  Sunday  of  Church,  my  week  is  incomplete. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  bear  my  testimony 
that  I  know  that  this  is  the  true  Church  of  God 
and  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  true  prophet.  I  am 
very  thankful  for  my  brother  and  my  sister,  and 
for  my  parents  who  help  so  much  in  teaching  me 
the  Gospel.  — Sandra  Higgins. 


THE  CALLING  OF  THE  SEVENTY 

(Concluded  from  page  77.) 

two  men.  There  were  other  special  authorities 
given  them  by  others  who  had  held  special  powers 
while  in  the  flesh,  and  through  these  endowments 
of  authority  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery  be- 
came the  custodians  of  every  priesthood  powrer 
which  had  ever  been  exercised  among  men.  Through 
direct  bestowal  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and 
on  through  the  various  presidents  of  the  Church, 
that  power  now  rests  with  the  president  of  today. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  main  purpose  of  the 
Twelve  and  the  Seventy  is  to  preach  the  Gospel 
to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the  Twelve  laboring 
under  the  direction  of  the  First  Presidency  and  the 
Seventy  under  that  of  the  Twelve. 


It  is  the  duty  of  the  traveling  high  council  to  call 
upon  the  Seventy,  when  they  need  assistance,  to  fill 
the  several  calls  for  preaching  and  administering  the 
gospel,  instead  of  any  others.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 107:38.) 

It  is  also  the  duty  of  the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy  to  regulate  and  check  on  the  operation  of 
Seventy  Quorums  in  the  stakes  of  the  Church. 

The  time  came  when  the  outgoing  missionaries 
were  mostly  elders.  But  the  opening  up  of  local 
missionary  activities  offers  an  outlet  for  a  vast 
number  of  seventies  who  were  not  able  to  accept 
missions  abroad  but  who  want  to  serve  their  pur- 
pose in  the  economy  of  the  Church.  Thus,  a  real 
revival  is  noted  among  the  seventies  of  the  Church. 
We  look  to  this  missionary  activity  to  keep  the  fires 
of  enthusiasm  burning  in  the  hearts  of  our  "espe- 
cial witnesses,"  the  Seventy. 
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Mothers  in  modern  Israel 


"Mother  Brown  Was  Our  Champion" 

Mother  Brown,  as  we  "in-laws"  lovingly  called 
her,  was  one  of  the  most  noble  and  queenly  women 
whom  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  know. 

Lydia  Jane  Brown  was  born  in  Ogden,  Utah, 
on  August  10,  1855;  and  on  November  22,  1875, 
she  was  married  in  the  Endowment  House  to  Ho- 
mer Manley  Brown.  Fourteen  children — seven  sons 
and  seven  daughters — were  born  to  this  couple. 

It  would  take  a  book  to  record  the  wise  sayings 
and  loving,  inspired  counsel  of  Mother  Brown. 
Even  today  these  words  come  back  to  lift  and 
guide  us  when  we  need  them  most.  Her  keen  sense 
of  justice  and  fair  play  gave  us  a  feeling  of  secur- 
ity, for  we  knew  that  we  each  had  an  individual 
place  in  her  heart.  She  was  our  champion  and 
confidante. 

Her  stalwart  character  showed  in  all  that  she 
did,  and  she  never  shirked  her  duties.   When  she 


was  president  of  the  Alberta  Stake  Relief  Society, 
she  traveled  by  horse  and  buggy.  Though  Alberta 
Stake  then  comprised  what  is  now  several  stakes, 
the  distance  and  the  cold  blizzards  of  that  northern 
country  did  not  prevent  her  from  filling  her  con- 
ference appointments. 

Mother  was  never  effusive  in  her  speech.  We 
knew  that  every  word  she  uttered  was  sincere. 

Her  faith  in  her  children  was  a  great  support 
to  them,  and  she  conveyed  this  same  feeling  to  her 
grandchildren,  who  all  adored  her.  She  inspired 
their  confidence  to  such  an  extent  that  she  often 
knew  their  little  heart  secrets  before  we,  their 
parents,  did. 

When  Mother  Brown  passed  away  at  the  home 
of  her  youngest  son,  Harvey  B.,  on  June  3,  1935, 
her  13  surviving  children  were  around  her  bed. 
We,  her  "other  children"  mourned  with  them, 
knowing  that  in  her  passing  we  had  all  sustained 
a  great  loss.  — Zina  C.  Brown, 

wife  of  Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown. 


"She  Honored  Her  Calling" 

In  the  little  pioneer  village  of  Franklin,  Idaho's 
oldest  permanent  white  settlement,  Sarah  Dunkley 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  June  29,  1878.  It  was 
to  this  village  that  Sarah's  father  had  been  sent 
by  Brigham  Young  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  a  pio- 
neer band  to  establish  the  first  colony  in  Northern 
Cache  Valley. 

Sarah  was  the  oldest  daughter  of  13  sons  and 
daughters  born  to  this  family.  Referred  to  as  "a 
little  mother"  she  was  a  leader  among  the  younger 
set  where  her  sweet  spirit  and  fervent  testimony 
was  a  great  influence  for  good.  While  still  in  her 
teens  she  had  completed  the  course  of  study  at  the 
one-room  schoolhouse  and  the  Oneida  Stake  Aca- 
demy and  organized  and  taught  a  summer  school. 

Sarah  was  blessed  with  a  lovely  solo  voice  and 
had  an  outstanding  talent  for  sewing.  This  talented 
young  lady  became  a  model  homemaker  for  her 
husband,  George  Taft  Benson,  whom  she  married 
in  the  Logan  Temple,  October  19,  1898.  She  moved 
with  her  husband  into  a  simple,  two-roomed  house 
which  had  been  planned,  built,  furnished  and  deco- 
rated largely  by  her  own  hands.  Here  eleven  chil- 
dren— seven  sons  and  four  daughters — were  born 
and  reared. 


(For  Course  1,  lesson  of  May  1,  "We  Help  Father  and  Mother 
within  the  Home";  for  Course  20,  lesson  of  May  15,  "Eternal  Mother- 
hood";  and  for  use  with  the  Mother's  Day  lessons  on  May  8.) 


As  a  devoted  mother  and  wife,  Sarah  cheer- 
fully encouraged  her  husband  in  his  services  in  the 
Church  and  community. 

While  rearing  her  family,  all  of  whom  were 
fully  active  in  the  Church,  she  found  time  to  serve 
as  teacher,  Relief  Society  president,  stake  Primary 
executive  and  choir  member.  She  also  willingly 
served  those  who  were  sick  and  discouraged. 

A  call  to  the  Northern  States  mission  was  ac- 
cepted by  Brother  Benson  in  1912,  and  Sarah  was 
left  with  their  seven  children.  The  eighth  child 
was  born  four  months  later.  In  spite  of  the  load 
carried  by  this  noble  woman,  it  was  often  said  of 
her:  "Never  at  any  time  did  we  hear  a  murmur 
from  her  lips." 

Sarah  Dunkley  Benson  lived  a  life  which  seemed 
without  flaw  as  wife,  mother  and  Latter-day  Saint. 
From  her  sick  bed  she  bid  one  of  her  younger  sons 
good-by  as  he  left  for  the  Southern  States  Mission. 
She  instructed  him,  "No  matter  what  happens  at 
home,  I  want  you  to  complete  your  mission."  A 
few  months  later  this  heroic  mother  passed  peace- 
fully away. 

The  charge  to  "complete  your  mission"  was 
fully  honored,  just  as  her  name  is  honored  by  a 
numerous  posterity  from  eleven  families  —  those 
of  her  sons  and  daughters. 

— Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson, 

of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve. 
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Let  us  take  this  opportunity  to  say  "We  Love  You,  Mother." 

Suggested  Mother's  Day  Services 
May  8,  1960 

MOTHER'S    UNSELFISH    SERVICE 


As  this  special  day  brings  many 
members  to  our  .Sunday  School 
service,  officers  and  teachers  should 
be  especially  careful  to  maintain 
an  atmosphere  of  warmth  and  rev- 
erence. This  day  presents  a  great 
opportunity  for  missionary  work 
through  inspired  teaching,  with 
emphasis  on  the  theme :  "Unselfish 
Service." 

For  the  Senior  Sunday  School 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Opening  Hymn :  "There  Is  Beauty 

All  Around,"  Hymns  —  Church 

of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 

Saints,  No.  169. 
Invocation. 
Greeting  by  Member  of  Bishopric 

or  Superintendency. 
Sacrament   Hymn:    "0   God,   the 

Eternal   Father,"  Hymns,  No. 

125. 
Sacrament  Gem. 


Sacrament. 

Four-minute  Talk:  "History  of 
Mother's  Day1  and  a  Brief 
Tribute  to  Mother."  (To  be  giv- 
en by  a  young  man  from  Course 
No.  14.) 

Four  -  minute  Talk :  "Unselfish 
Service  in  the  Home."  (To  be 
given  by  a  returned  mission- 
ary.) 

Hymn  by  the  Congregation :  "Let 
Us  Oft  Speak  Kind  Words/' 
Hymns,  No.  94. 

Separation  to  Classes. 

Closing  Hymn :  "Sweet  Is  the 
Work,  My  God,  My  King," 
Hymns,  No.  168. 

Benediction. 


JSee  "Who  Originated  Mother's  Day?"  J. 
Smith  Jacobs,  The  Instructor,  Vol.  88,  May, 
1953,  page  141;  and,  "The  First  American 
Mother's  Day,"  Sara  O.  Moss,  A  Story  to  Tell, 
Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
page  422;  and  most  encyclopedias. 


For  the  Junior  Sunday  School 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Greeting  by  Member  of  Bishopric 
or  Superintendency. 

Opening  Hymn :  "Love  at  Home," 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  126.3 

Invocation.  (To  be  given  by  one 
of  the  older  children.  Someone 
should  talk  with  the  child  in 
advance  about  why  we  are 
thankful  for  our  mothers  and 
for  other  blessings;  then  the 
child  should  be  encouraged  to 
pray  in  his  own  words.) 

Sacrament  Hymn:  "The  Sacra- 
ment," No.  64.2 

Sacrament  Gem. 

Sacrament. 

Poem:  The  words  to  the  song, 
"The  First  Bouquet,"  No.  138.2 
(To  be  given  by  one  of  the 
younger  children.) 

One-minute  Talk :  "Mother  Teach- 
es Me  to  Pray."  (To  be  given  by 
a  5-year-old.) 

Song  by  Children:  "Mother 
Dear,"  No.  130.2 

Two-minute  Talk :  "Mother 
Teaches  Me  to  Be  Unselfish  in 
My  Work  and  Play."  (To  be 
given  by  a  6-year-old.) 

Song  by  Children:  "Mother's 
Day,"  No.  132.2 

Two-minute  Talk:  "Mother 
Teaches  Us  to  Serve  by  Love." 
(To  be  given  by  the  coordina- 
tor. See  Galatians  5:13.  ".  .  . 
By  love  serve  one  another." 
Through  her  own  unselfish  love 
and  service,  Mother  sets  the  ex- 
ample for  her  family.) 

Hymn  by  Children:  "I  Thank 
Thee,  Dear  Father,"  No.  I.2 

Separation  for  Classes. 

Closing  Hymn:  "Sweet  Is  the 
Work,"  No.  27.2 

Benediction. 

— Committee : 

Dale  H.  West,  Chairman, 
Clarence  Tyndall, 
Claribel  W.  Aldous, 
Florence  S.  Allen, 
Jane  Hopkinson. 

2Hymns    and    songs    for    this    program    are 
found  in  The   Children  Sing. 
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THE  HOLY  GHOST 

BRINGS 
TRUE   CONVERSION 

by  Kenneth  D.  Newman* 

WHILE  in  the  Army  and  during  the  early 
stages  of  my  investigation  of  the  Church 
through  study  and  through  listening  to  the  sol- 
dier elders,  I  was  asked  by  one  of  these  men : 
"How  do  you  feel  about  our  message?"  I  replied 
that  I  had  no  strong  feelings  either  for  or  against 
the  message  of  Mormonism.  This  soldier  com- 
panion then  told  me  that  unless  I  could  feel  the 
importance  of  the  elders'  claims,  I  had  missed 
the  spirit  of  their  calling.  He  called  me  to  re- 
pentance and  admonished  me  to  combine  my  study 
with  sincere  prayer  as  so  many  others  had  done. 
I  was  also  told  to  be  specific  in  my  prayers ;  that 
is,  since  my  main  concern  was  whether  Joseph 
Smith,  Jr.,  actually  saw  the  Father  and  the  Son 
(this  being  the  pivotal  point  around  which  the 
Restoration  revolved),  I  should  ask  the  Father  to 
confirm  this  fact  to  my  soul  to  my  complete  satis- 
faction. Once  this  was  accomplished,  I  was  to  ask 
for  a  receptive  spirit  or  frame  of  mind  in  my 
efforts  to  obtain  answers  to  other  Gospel  ques- 
tions. 

The  advice  was  good.  Interest  in  the  Restored 
Gospel  and  a  willingness  to  study  it  had  brought 
me  to  the  point  where  only  prayer  could  provide 
the  answer  as  to  whether  Joseph's  mission  was 
divine.  Once  proven,  this  procedure  became  ha- 
bitual. Whenever  a  problem  arose  to  which  there 
was  no  obvious  or  purely  logical  answer,  I  would 
pray  for  a  receptive  spirit  and  then  for  spiritual 
enlightenment  as  to  whether  the  Latter-day  Saint 
point  of  view  was  true.  I  learned,  indeed,  to  feel 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  my  quest  for 
a  conviction  of  the  divinity  of  the  Restored  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  So  I  discovered  for  myself  what 
so  many  others  have  —  that  God  the  Father  lives, 
that  He  is  mindful  of  us  because  we  are  His 
spiritual  children,  that  He  wants  us  to  under- 
stand and  enjoy  our  earthly  mission,  that  Jesus 
Christ  lives  and  is  the  Saviour  of  the  world  and 
that  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  was  a  true  latter-day 
prophet. 


(For  Course  2,  lesson  of  July  17,  "There  Are  Many  Times  When 
We  Pray";  for  Course  4,  lesson  of  May  22,  "When  To  Pray";  for 
Course  6,  lesson  of  May  22,  "Reverent — and  the  Holy  Spirit  Will 
Bring  Us  Joy";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  June  12,  "  'When  Ye  Pray 
.  .  .' ";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  May  8,  "The  True  Spirit  of  a  Mis- 
sionary"; for  Course  16,  lesson  of  July  3,  "New  Light  Upon  Rela- 
tionship of  Man  to  God";  for  Courses  26  and  28,  lessons  of  May  15, 
"Baptism,"   and  lessons   of  June  26,   "The  Holy  Ghost.") 

*  Brother  Newman  is  President  of  the  Bountiful  North  Stake 
Mission. 


No  person  can  become  convinced  that  these 
things  are  true  and  not  be  changed,  because  the 
Spirit  of  God  influences  these  convictions ;  and  no 
greater  power  for  change  exists.  To  know,  to 
recognize  this  spirit  and  to  be  led  by  it  is  the 
highest  achievement  of  the  human  soul.  Its  influ- 
ence  has  been  referred  to  as  a  prompting  or  a  still 
small  voice,  and  the  extent  to  which  we  seek  and 
obtain  this  spirit  determines  how  well  we  know 
our  Heavenly  Father  and  His  will  for  us. 

This  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  what  I  have 
found  in  the  Gospel  that  changed  my  life.  It  has 
given  shape  and  substance  to  scriptural  fact,  a 
sense  of  direction  in  every  phase  of  living,  a  sense 
of  well  being  in  difficult  circumstances  and  a  hum- 
ble faith  in  the  greater  purposes  of  my  existence. 

What  the  soldier  missionary  said  is  true.  We 
can  be  only  half  convincing  to  others  because  we 
are  only  half  convinced  ourselves.  We  fail  in  our 
efforts  to  help  others  to  love  our  Father  and  do 
His  will  when  we  ourselves  do  not  love  Him  and 
do  not  know  of  His  concern  for  us.  Half  convinced, 
we  lose  the  power  to  build  for  ourselves  and  to 
help  others  build  a  strong  testimony  of  the  Gospel. 
In  other  words,  we  are  not  converted  to  the  Gospel. 

True  conversion  implies  a  willingness  to  change 
from  an  old  to  a  new  way  of  thinking  and  living, 
continually  cognizant  of  and  submissive  to  the  will 
of  our  Heavenly  Father.  Long  after  we  are  con- 
verted to  the  actuality  of  the  restoration  of  Christ's 
true  Church  through  the  Prophet  Joseph,  we  must 
still  undergo  other  changes  because  we  are  ever 
learning  new  truths ;  and,  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
we  submit  to  constant  spiritual  progress.  Further, 
because  we  are  constantly  tempted  and  we  commit 
sin,  we  must  repent  and  change  our  ways.  And 
for  every  convert  to  the  Church  (whether  born  in 
the  Church  or  not)  there  are  problems  singular  to 
him  which  will  require  a  constant  effort  to  change 
past  views  and  to  discard  notions  or  ideas  which 
are  contrary  to  the  counsel  of  the  Lord's  author- 
ized servants.  In  laying  aside  these  erroneous  con- 
cepts and  in  accepting  the  new,  we  eventually  lose 
ourselves  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  —  only  to  truly 
find  ourselves.  And  led  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  we  perform  our  part  in  this  most  marvelous 
of  all  works  —  the  teaching  and  spreading  of  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

Directed  by  the  Spirit,  we  say  to  ourselves,  as 
I  say  to  myself  and  to  others :  "This  is  it !  This  is 
the  truth !  God  lives !  Jesus  Christ  is  His  Son !  This 
is  His  true  Church,  restored  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph !" 

This  is  what  I  have  found  in  the  Gospel  that 
changed  my  life.  This  is  what  conversion  means 
to  me. 
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Junior  Sunday  School 


Gladly  We  Teach 


by  Edith  M.  Nash 


SINCERITY  of  purpose  and  action  marked  the 
Saviour's  ministry.  Throughout  the  Gospels 
we  read  of  the  tenderness  of  His  feelings  toward 
those  He  sought  to  help,  of  His  patience  and  of  His 
great  wisdom.  We  catch  glimpses  of  the  changes 
He  induced  in  the  lives  of  His  listeners.  His  charge 
to  "Follow  me"  meant  a  literal  forsaking  of  prior 
endeavors,  a  new  sense  of  values.  Peter,  James 
and  John  left  the  sea  and  became  "fishers  of  men" ; 
the  learned  man  of  law  was  helped  to  reconsider 
the  commandments ;  the  rich  young  man  learned  of 
treasures  in  heaven.  The  teachings  of  Jesus 
reached  the  mark.   They  had  influence. 

How  this  was  accomplished  is  the  question  we, 
the  teachers  of  today,  ask,  for  we  too  have  been 
called  to  testify  in  His  Church. 

.  .  .  Seek  ye  diligently  and  teach  one  another 
words  of  wisdom ;  .  .  .  ( Doctrine  and  Covenants 
88:118.) 

Remember  the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight 
of  God;    (Doctrine  and  Covenants   18:10.) 

These  words  recorded  in  our  dispensation  point 
the  way.  The  ideas  expressed  have  been  the  guide- 
lines of  service  for  such  teachers  as  Paul,  Alma, 
Joseph  Smith  and  many  others.  Let  us  look  to 
examples. 

The  service  of  teaching  calls  for  dedication. 
The  Saviour  gave  of  His  talents  and  His  time  and 
strength  in  the  spirit  of  love.  No  one  seeking  His 
word  was  considered  too  insignificant  for  His  at- 
tention. "Suffer  little  children,  and  forbid  them 
not,  to  come  unto  me:  .  .  ."  {Matthew  19:14.)  No 
event  was  beneath  His  notice.  No  sacrifice  was  too 
great;  He  gave  His  mortal  life  that  His  brothers 
might  have  eternal  life. 

The  service  of  teaching  calls  for  consistency. 
Steadfastness  of  leadership  characterized  the  life 
and  teachings  of  Joseph  Smith.  Again  and  again 
personal  desires  and  advantage  were  thrust  aside 
as  an  expression  of  his  love  for  his  fellow  men  and 
his  devotion  to  God. 


As  part  of  an  annual  Sunday  School  Convention 
program,  President  David  0.  McKay  told  of  the 
influence  of  one  of  his  early  Church  teachers  who 
knew  the  value  of  a  teacher's  regular  attendance. 
In  the  springtime  this  woman  rode  her  horse  across 
the  swollen  stream  in  order  to  meet  her  class  of 
youthful  Latter-day  Saints.1 

The  service  of  teaching  calls  for  understanding. 
To  bring  a  clear  and  truthful  beginning  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  to  young  children  is 
a  challenging  call.  Success  will  be  dependent  upon 
the  teacher's  sensitivity  to  the  present  interest  and 
feelings  of  members  of  the  class.  She  will  teach  in 
full  knowledge  of  the  students'  capacity  to  compre- 
hend. She  will  teach  also  from  her  testimony,  for 
her  own  depth  of  understanding  of  Gospel  truths 
will  permit  her  to  speak  of  the  wonders  of  the 
eternities  with  simplicity  and  clarity.  In  preparing 
her  lesson  period,  she  will  constantly  study  the 
children  she  is  to  teach  and  will  be  a  student  of  the 
manual  of  outlined  lessons. 

The  blessings  which  come  to  the  real  teacher 
are  numerous ;  but  to  know  these  blessings  calls  for 
self -discipline,  energetic  action  and  the  generosity 
of  love.  "Man's  greatest  happiness  comes  from 
losing  himself  for  the  good  of  others."2  Life  is 
most  properly  lived  when  it  is  devoted  to  efforts 
to  make  other  lives  sweeter  and  better.  This  should 
be  the  aim  of  every  officer  and  teacher  in  the 
Church. 

An  old  German  saying  puts  it: 

To  give  —  and  forgive 
Is   a  good   way   to   live. 

Let  us  as  Junior  Sunday  School  teachers  teach 
gladly,  and  give  unsparingly  of  ourselves  to  those 
who  call  us  "teacher." 


!See  McKay,  David  0.,  "Feed  My  Sheep,"  The  Instructor,  Vol.  92, 
September,  1957;   page  272. 

2McKay,  David  O.,  "From  Bondage  to  Freedom,"  The  Instructor, 
April,   1959;   page  102. 
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George  Washington   Goethals  proved  that 


Cheerful  faith  can  move  mountains 


by  Jenny  Brown  Rawlins 

GEORGE  Washington  Goethals  (GO  thalz),  the 
man  whose  engineering  genius  was  respon- 
sible for  the  building  of  the  great  Panama  Canal, 
is  a  hero  of  modern  times. 

From  1595,  when  Spanish  adventurers  carried 
their  plunder  across  the  narrow  Isthmus  of  Pana- 
ma to  where  it  could  be  loaded  on  Spanish  galleons, 
a  great  dream  had  been  in  the  minds  of  men  to 
connect  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  by  means 
of  a  waterway.  For  those  who  would  attempt  the 
project,  however,  the  stony  mountains,  dense  tropi- 
cal jungle  and  a  raging  river  caused  discourage- 
ment and  a  conviction  in  their  minds  that  it  could 
not  be  done. 

France  made  a  valiant  attempt  to  connect  the 
two  oceans  in  1875.  But  after  the  project  had  met 
with  countless  reverses  and  after  France  had  lost 
many  men  to  malaria  and  yellow  fever,  the  tools, 
buildings  and  machinery  were  abandoned  in  dis- 
orderly retreat. 


A  man  of  unlimited  courage  was  required  to 
take  over  where  France  had  failed.  Goethals  had 
this  courage  as  well  as  the  necessary  trait  of  opti- 
mism. His  cheerful  outlook  and  the  faith  he  had 
that  this  project  could  be  accomplished  regardless 
of  stupendous  difficulties  led  to  his  success.1 

At  one  time  during  the  building  of  the  Panama 
Canal,  8000  men  were  working  in  the  Culebra  Cut 
(now  Gaillard  Cut)  alone.  Each  night  the  soil 
which  had  been  dug  out  during  the  day  slid  back 
into  the  cut.  Goethals,  who  was  always  on  the  job, 
walked  through  the  cut  one  morning  inspecting  the 
damage  wrought  by  a  landslide  the  night  before. 
When  asked  how  things  were  going,  Goethals  re- 
plied enthusiastically:  "Just  fine,  Colonel,  fine.  It 
buried  that  steam  shovel  over  there  and  tipped 
over  two  batteries  of  drills  and  covered  all  the 
tracks  through  the  cut  but  one,  but  everything's 
fine,  sir.  We're  digging  !"2 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  May  8,  "Cheerful — And  All  Is  Well"; 
and  for  Courses  26  and  28,  lessons  of  April  10,  "Faith,"  and  lessons 
of  April  24,  "Faith  and  Works.") 


1Parkinson,  Mary,  Heroes  of  Modern  Times,  Grosset  and  Dunlap 
Press,  New  York,   New  York. 

2Cheley,  Frank  H.,  Stories  for  Talks  to  Boys  and  Girls,  1958; 
Association  Press,  New  York,  New  York;  page  220. 

Mountains  were   moved  for   the   Panama   Canal. 
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BASIC  CHURCH  ORGANIZATION 

For  Stakes  and  Wards 
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5  I  CITY  6  UTAH 

249  ,05  .,     MAY 

Counsel 
from  a  Cow 

MANY  a  dairyman  have  I 
known  in  my  day.  But 
never  have  I  met  one  who  ap- 
peared to  love  the  cow  like  this 
genial  gentleman  from  Illinois. 
Will  A.  Foster's1  big  body  ges- 
tured happily  as  he  talked  of  the 
cow's  history  and  habits.  His  low, 
leathery  voice  literally  fondled 
the  word  cow  as  he  spoke  it. 

"The  more  I  study  her  ways  — 
and  I  have  been  doing  it  for  30 
years  —  the  more  I  find  she  is 
like  people,"  he  smiled. 

He  then  told  me  that  when  a 
new  cow  is  purchased  by  a  dairy- 
man, she  is  a  wise  one  if  she 
does  not  immediately  move  into 
the  midst  of  the  herd.  "Rather," 
he  said,  "she  will  eat  on  the 
fringes  of  the  herd  until  she  is 
accepted.  If  she  tries  to  move 
into  the  herd  too  soon,  there  usu- 
ally is  trouble." 

Will  Foster  emphasized  that  the 
wise  newcomer  cow  eats  on  the 
fringes  for  a  while. 

A  man  was  named  to  a  policy- 
making body  in  our  city  some 
years  ago.  From  the  start,  in  the 
meetings,  he  spoke  up  as  long 
and  loud  as  some  of  the  seasoned 
veterans.  We  noticed  he  was  soon 
facing  feelings  against  himself. 
He  had  not  taken  time  to  "eat  on 
the  fringes." 

There  is  another  man  who  re- 
cently was  appointed  head  of  an 
important  organization'.  He 
moved  in  with  a  new  broom  which 
apparently  began  swinging  too 
soon.  He  seemed  to  disregard  his 
predecessor's  policies  entirely. 
Overnight  he  introduced  new  pro- 
cedures.    His    organization    was 

Special  representative,  American  Dairy  As- 
sociation, and  former  vice  president,  Borden 
Foods  Company. 


soon  in  confusion,  and  he  in 
trouble.  He  had  moved  "into  the 
midst  of  the  pasturing  herd  too 
soon." 

Joshua,  who  is  said  to  have 
been  a  slave  in  Egypt's  brick 
fields,  became  a  mighty  warrior- 
leader  of  Israel.  In  taking  over 
after  Moses'  death,  Joshua  coun- 
seled his  officers :  "Remember  the 
word  which  Moses  the  servant  of 
the  Lord  commanded  you. . ."  The 
record  says  that  twice  more  Josh- 
ua reminded  them  of  Moses,  in 
that  command  preparing  Israel 
to  pass  over  Jordan. 


■■■'■'■;'.'  ■'<  ■.■■../-■■■■:■•     . 

PASTURING  HERD 
The   wise   newcomer   eats 
on  the  fringes  for  a  while. 

The  men  answered  Joshua: 
"According  as  we  hearkened  unto 
Moses  in  all  things,  so  will  we 
hearken  unto  thee.  .  ." 

Joshua  seems  to  have  won  full 
acceptance  sooner  through  lead- 
ing his  men  in  honoring  the  re- 
vered leader  whom  he  had  suc- 
ceeded.2 

A  wise  leader  seems  to  take  time 
to  get  the  "feel"  of  his  new  call 
and  to  permit  his  people  to  get 
the  "feel"  of  him. 

Aneurin  Bevan  is  a  British  po- 
litical leader  whose  views  often 
have  been  far  from  those  of  many 
Americans,    including    my    own. 

aSee  Joshua,  Chapter  1. 


But  no  one  can  deny  that  brilliant 
oratory  helped  Bevan  win  a  post 
in  Britain's  cabinet  after  World 
War  II  and  also  helped  give  him 
a  powerful  voice  in  his  party 
over  many  years. 

He  once  recalled  how  he  as  a 
boy  of  17  in  a  Welsh  mining  town 
had  a  habit  of  stammering.  He 
brought  himself  to  confess  his 
difficulty  to  Walter  Conway.  Con- 
way, born  in  a  workhouse,  had 
risen  to  chairman  of  the  South 
Wales  Medical  Society. 

Conway  answered :  "You  stam- 
mer in  speech  because  you  falter 
in  thought.  If  you  can't  say  it, 
you  don't  know  it." 

The  Welsh  boy  decided  there- 
after to  saturate  his  mind  with 
every  subject  on  which  he  was 
to  speak  or  converse.  He  was  in- 
terested in  bettering  working  con- 
ditions of  miners.  He  buckled 
down  to  long,  hard  study  in  his 
workman's  library.  He  talked  less 
and  read. more. 

Bevan  followed  Conway's  ad- 
vice in  his  maiden  speech  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  His  talk  was 
not  read.  But  his  mind  was  brim- 
ming with  his  subject.  After  the 
speech,  Winston  Churchill  of  the 
Opposition  came  over  to  congrat- 
ulate him.  He  liked  his  talk  be- 
cause it  "was  spontaneous  —  like 
a  debater  in  rebuttal." 

"If  you  can't  say  it,  you  don't 
know  it,"  became  rewarding 
watchwords  through  many  years 
for  Aneurin  Bevan.3 

To  get  back  to  that  wise,  in- 
coming cow:  she  eats  on  the 
fringes  until  she  is  sure.  Many 
men  and  women  have  climbed 
higher  in  doing  likewise  —  wheth- 
er joining  a  group,  taking  the 
helm  or  tackling  a  topic  on  which 
to  talk. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


3Bevan,  Aneurin,  'The  Best  Advice  I  Ever 
Had,"  Reader's  Digest,  October,  1953,  pages 
91,  92. 


